MCLUHAﬁS_HERBEBT EARSHALi (1911 = )
Canadian professor of English, 1iterary critic,
and reﬁaissaﬁce schalar, ig & writar oa
Amevican mass media, which calied hiﬁ the
Tovacle of the eiectric.age." Hig obéefvaﬁiéms
on thé human ceﬁsaquemcas of technological
change in cmmmunicaﬁiona at?racted the Lttemé
tion of waier masy media and madé him one of
the mést célebr&ted and contg&ﬁexsial commeﬁ«
tators on popular culture.. HhLuhan*s contris
butions include aphorisms, mixed-media and |
typographic.inﬁovaﬁioﬁs, apd “happeningé" in~

spired by his views on the effects of electrie
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- of visw., 1Uig fame rode the crest of
socio~cultuyral turmoll markinz the coming of
age of the first generation born in the tele=

vizion era.

Life. Mcilvhan was born July 21, 1911, in

Edmonton, Canada, Fe studied sapinsering,

shifted to English literaturs, and received a

Maniteba, He weat to Trinity Holl, Cembridge,



PhoDe Meluban began his teaching careor at the

University of Wisconsin., Under the influence

of G. R. Chesterton, Marvicain, Gilson, Aquines,

Ezra Pound, T. 8¢ Ellot, and James Joyce, vhose

contributions have been reflected in his write
_ings, Moluhan became a Roman Catholic. . He .

moved to the University of St. Loufs, then to

-

Asgumption Undversity in Windsor, Oatario, and,

finélly, to St. Michaells Callege of the
"Uéiverﬁity of ioronto? At Toronto he became

foﬂnde:"direator of the Centve for Culture énd

Technology. In 1967-68 Meluban gexﬁed éa

Schweltzer Professor of the Buwmanities in the

Center for Communilecations ab Fordhem Univeraity

An ¥ew York,

Publications. Mcluhan's principal pub-

lighed works include The Mechanical Bvide:

Folklore of Indugtrial Man (1951; panerback

The Exizpsions of Men (19064); The Mediunm is

AT

press, 1968)5 Tha Jensy Lomdscape (in oress,

1968}, and Culturs Is Cur Business (in press,
F

1963}, He was co-founder of Fmnloraiions




ma@azlv<, from issues of which Explorationsg in

Csﬁﬂunirazions wag made by Beacon Press.
theories: (/pe hard core of Heluhan
théﬁ“eﬂfﬂui conntyibutions is that new media,
now technologles, are exteitsions of cur owiy
bodies thai create npew 1nvlsxb1e enviromnonts
Whﬁ o major of Lebta, fntr nsic to thcir n;’ure.
and ivherent in their very exi stence, are the
crcé:'an of new wmodes of QGEC“DELOQ“ now types
of gsengory life, and: thud new 3n?§ faceg-bem
W umzns
tween man and society., lMcluhan's thought
dexives from the seminal contributions of €.8.

Lartloc« Siegfried Giedicn {the are and
"3

- architectural historlan of both primitive and
_ 2

civilized societics in spaces), =nd Harold A.

Innis, Canaedian economic histerisn, vho arsued
] 3 £3

over knowledge and "bias" the time and space
dimensions of social 1ife. /For axsmple, oral
cultures and bulky but durable recording ine
struments such as clay "hind time
gpace. Parchment and paper easily vecorded

and Cransported
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favor discontinuity in time and control over

distance l=@ce the growth of somid
¥ fe=3

tizulsr minturs of the ssnsse i aativates./éis

wajor thame ia that electric ten
s

extenzion of our central nerveus syatenm regstoring



the hyman famiij to an xn*eﬂfﬁl ate that he
refers to as "the global village." Phounetic
writiog traﬁsfarged the oral into the vigual,
.switchiag bsaan studies from the baxés to
Plato and to the written, wmiform, continuoua,
céqnecceu space known ﬁnly o Wezte IR man. |
Printi 18 dwposed visual and private, indivie
dualized logie and conselouvsness. Moxésver;
IV ig a2 Yeool” medivm in that its relatively
'_”103 deilnLtfonﬁ engages the vicwer morve acg-
ively than does the "hot" medium of print
which, with its "high definition," encourages
detachment, as well az velative isolation. The
giyles of life dividing nations, gooleties, and -
generaltions, asserts Mcluhan, stem from differ-
“ential "ratios of the senses” establishad by

gic technology of the media. Heace,
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regavdiess of what 1t talks Habout,™ the

"mediu is the message,"//ﬂ

Mcluban's criiles assert thal, at the very

There is little evidence to support Meluhon's

8 1 zical suggestions, despite the elakhor- -
P j ) 3 Q
('\\_‘

ate study of sensory quotients as related to

: _ - )
occupationg carried out at his Toronto Centre
The informational and vepresentational coutent
of a message gives compunication a gignificance
diffevent from physicnl sensory centact with

ﬁj other evaeat or Yenvirooment." Media and

other styles may codify experience ang reality




in different ways, but fixating only on these
differences wmay impoverish the snalysis of
different types of content in the same wed i,

or of gimilar content zscrosg media,




Tl

T

?

2

Y

beye
AP

R

BLIGG

1868).

[

o0l, edited

e
¥
i

Pyt ittash

Yogk,

B

k1

an Hot sad Co

T e s e

LX)

71

.
et

.'E‘;

=+

Rosenthal (Tow

]

-
bowef - Y
= o] bl
£ . 7 9 _
58 " I )
= ® &R % * =
= ™4 =i [ e -
& R} ) o 3
[ ) v o 15
o 4 £ et
v Ny ] € S e
& by s oS i Lo L o
i ) TN o & o - o
a2 qm o = vt m.u_ wd
I o -
I B b a e &
E e ol ot A vf“ o W
T = B Lo S - -
= 3 KN o o M I £
; o ) £ i i b
A woow Hm O i &
e LS It WG £ i
o & R I 1 ] . S
By L o B < & P Q
w_.ﬁcu ...NM w - - o .n;w -.M.w._
s = 4 g3 w A = a oA
- o m o -l w "
DA £ w5 H 5 3 g
— ] - " v L] [ [$] Al -
e o it ot L2 o, i e o
oot .. n Pl (%} o) o ¢ ¢
el 2 - o e e ) o i R
i (] [ o b a3 5 438 bt b (&
[~ L ¥ [aad i
b 7 852 A o i} -t B
L 3 Lo TR < I | Bk o~ " St
L} 1..M vl o e A “ vi)
R ~ =) 9] o Fa 5] “
. : b & ~ # -
S R A A £ I
. o~ ) o el L) i e
© . o0 e @ o R ] BN
B Mu & = o Kol ..iw G 2 Lt o wfl L
& ] £ j*) - 2] o i 5} 38 W et} A
LT S i 4] : Rt S B < I O

erd,

7.
i

b+
Bie




