_ neys, Jurors, r.vrtnesses and other partrc;pants ptay out their new

_ Communrcatron at tlre Unlversrty of Pennsylvama

'_George Gerbner is'a professor in the Annenberg School for
T pendence and integnty of the crrmmaI justrce process

COM_MENTARY
- BY GEORGE GERBNER

j,.CHAL' - ENGING THE ¥ MYTHOLOGY

f“rea court work when they can serve thear sponsors better hy_‘:
.}}selectmg and edrtrng |mages that cater 1o therr vrewers expec-'-
'_tatrons? 3

"The basIc policy issue is the compatrhrllty of the m:ss '

' the ‘courts and the need of commercral television to show and :
' tell what sells Before we' open more courtroorns to televrsron:,j'
' cameras et us review past performance Let us compare ‘the

-results of pl.rblrc mformatron surveys taken’ before tameras -

entered the courtrooms and In. states’ that still do not admrt o
them wrth the current state of knowledge in ‘states. where cam—_ :
eras ‘are in the courtrooms Before we establish courtrooms as
cheap dramatrc televrsron program locations, let us find out
whether televrsrng crrminaI ‘trials, ‘no matter how entertarnrng,'_
enhances or. drmrntshes pubirc understandmg and thus the rnde- j
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