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We undertook to develop methodologies for the reliable observation of
"facts of life"” of the world of television drama, and to create tools and
procedures for the assessment of the conceptual consequences of "living”
in that fictional world. The first type of research we call the analysis
of message systems. The second is the study of the conceptions they tend

. o cultivate among those most heavily exposed to them. In testing the
* ecultivating effects of the "facts of 1ife" in the world of television
- drema.we relied primerily on those "facts" that diverse from the "real
world" as represented in factual statistics and possibly news accounts.

Messase system analysic, Nebwork dramatic programs transmitted in
- prime time (7 through 11 p.mw.) and all day Saturday for one full veek in the
fell of each year {after the launching of the new season) comprised the
-&nnual samples on which messzge system analysis was performed by trained -
coders. Six years of research made available to the project the analysis of
656 programs (plays), 1907 leading characters, =nd 3505 écts or episodes.
 The rich and complex cumuletive archives of this project will take time to
digest, formalize, and report in a systematic and periodic fashion. Thematic
 %rends appear to be remarksbly consistent despite apparent fluctuations of
style and the popularity of different formats. Only a few highlights of this
analysis can be noted hers. ‘ : S _ _

More than nipe out of ten dramstic programs (other than certoons) are
“realistic.” The world of belevision is mostly domestie, urban, and
- contemporary. Foreigners make up'lﬁ percent of its poputation. The fantastic
snd the impleusible are more likely to cccur far owl in the country, or in
-other countries, than close to home. Wars, small towms, places of great
wealth and poverty, end sparsely populated areas are more likely to be found
abroad than in the U.S. S .

The past is rarely and the fubure is never comic. Poverty is fumnier
than wealth; even if it is rare (once in a hundred setitings) and Tar away.
Most of those employed in the world of television drama are professionals,
but most are alse wnmarried and in- the prime of life. Business, government,
. entertainment, law enforcement, and crime are the major occupations. Half

of all people commit violence, one {ifth perpetrate sowme crime, six percent

kill someone and three precent are killed.



Males outnumber females four to one. Children's cartoons portray even
fever women and more violence. Children and old people are hard to find;
each comprise only about six percent of the television population. More:

‘females than males are young, but women age earlier and faster than men.
The aged are more llkely to be evil, and thus to fail, than the more
yoa.thfm . _

Social pover on television is demonstrated in the pattern of violent

-action. Although in 1972 the violence index was at its 1970 level (slightly

- below 1971), and the number of violent characterizations declined somewhat,
.-the rate of viclent episodes rose and the ratio of.victimization was the
highest in six years. That ratio, the number of vietims for each violent
character, might be considered an indication of domination and p0351b1y

- fear cultivated in the television world. The victimization ratio for the

- last six years was: - :

11967 1.16

1968  1.13

T1959  1.21
.~ X970 1.09
" 1971 1.10
972 1.26

Thus the absolute amount of violence is not necessarily a good measure

" of its functions in shaping conceptions of social reality. For example, the

- victimization ratio for white males was 1.13, for other males 1.18. The same -
-ratio for all males was 1.1lL, for all females 1.39. The charts on page 157
of Appendix A also illustrate how the power structure of the television

-world victimizes females and nonvhites, even among cartoon "animal" characters.

The next question is how the social symbolic context of the television
world affects the prevailing cultural climate and cultivates viewers' :
conceptions of ths facts of life. That is.the guestion addressed in the
cultivation analysis part of the pilot (and the proposed ) project.

Cultivation analysis. Semi- progective plcture tests and & guzstionnaire
administered to difierent groups of respondsnts were the principal methods
for the assessment of the dominant imagery and cultivation effects attributable
o television. The picture tests were developed with relatively small groups
of children, most of whom are moderate to heavy viewers of television. The
_purpose was mainly to develop relatively non-structured (and nonverbal)
measures of imzgery usable with children, and to test their efficacy in
eliciting responses that econld be related to general cultural stereotypes
presented on and presumably cultivated by television. The specific
" cwltivating effects were tested in one of the picture tests and then by the
' questionnaire on a national probability sample of heavy and light viewers
matehed on some othey CH&I&Ct&IlSLLCS and also grouQEQ by some othef media
habits.




-The first set of semi—progectlve materlals consists of & 1arge set of .
passport-type passport-type photographs of a heterogenecus group of people
taken by us under standard conditions. The pictures have been reliably
coded in terms of race, sex and age, and can be put together in various ways.
We have used somevhat different sets for different purposes. We are currently .
testing & standardized set of 40 pictures which is divided into equal sub-
groups of black and white, male and female, young (18-30) and older (35-60),
We have had copies of this set printed on large sheets of heavy paper,

. randomly ordered and coded numerically for group and individual testing.
In addition, we can utilize groups which represent other population segments,
for example, elderly or A51ans..

We have used these pictures to examine the questions of violence and
victimization. In the world of television the "victimization ratios”

"éemonstrate the power of the white and the male over the non-vwhite and female.'

When we asked children to make judgments about our picture-set people, we E

3; found very similar patterns. Using one method, we asked groups of children
(aged 8-10) to rate each picture in a-set of MO (20 male, 20 femzle; 20 young,
20 old; all white), in terms of the likelihood that the person might murder
‘someone, be nurdered, or, in a dichotomous choice, kill or be killed. Some

- were also asked to answer the questions as though these people were all
characters from television patterns. The data z2-@ very clear {see Table 1).
The killers are the young and the male, the victims dre young females and
older males. : : .

 Another group of children was asked to plck cut of a bl-racial set all

of those vho migh?t be murderers and all who might be the victims of murder

- (not mutvally exclusive). They were also asked to make the same choices in
terms of TV -~ that is, which of the people would be likely to murder or be
murdered if they were all characters on television. The ratios of murderers

“t0 victims by race and sex {Figure 1) shov a pattern which is familiar to .
television viewers, and reminiscent of our analysis of television drama.
White males are equally murdercous and victimized, black males are mainly
murderous, black and white females are victimized. Children see the patiern
essentially the same in terms of life and television. The generation difference
also shows up here. The young males are more murderous; the old, especially
old women are overvhelmingly victimized. : ' '

For another group of black junior high school children we compared
the role-portrait choices of the heavy and the light television viewvers.
The comparisons are in Table 2. (Note the relatively high levels of
television viewing in both groups.) The most striking differences are in
the choice of heroes (heavy viewers choose more mwales) and victims (heavy
vievers choose more females), which tend to follow the lines of television
drama. Heavy viewers also chk more whites as heroes and v1ctims, though

not ag villains.



TABLE 1: Children's Respenses: Violence Probabilitles
Question Ho.2: How likely is each person

Question No.l: How likely is each person

to murder someone (1-5) ? {(N=10)= to be murdered (1-5) ? {N=10) #
S Young old A Young 01d
Male 3.6 2.9 . Male 2.6 | 34
.FemaIeA . 3'1 ?‘2 Female 302 2:6 .
A. Male vs. Female: p.= ,00% . " BA. Male vs, Females n.S.
B. Young vs., 01d: p.= .00L *  B. Young vs. 01d: . D.S,.
n.s. ’ ' p.= .001

C. Sex vs, Age C. Sex vs. Age:

- -

* Question No. 3: How likely is each person Question No.4: How likely is each person

4. Male vs. Female: p.= .001

B. Young vs. 0ld;

p.= .001

A. Male vs. Female: p.= .001

B. Yourig vs. Old:

p.= .002

to kill (5) or be killed (1) ? (N=10) * to K{ll (5) or be killed (1) on TU? - (N=10)+%
Young old ' Young o1d

Male 3.8 3.1 -.Hale ’ 3.7 3.0

. ' !

Female 3.0 2.2 " Female . 2.8 2.5

C. Sex vs. Age: n.s. C. Sex vs. Age:

* All Ss are children, 8-10 years old.
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TABLE 2: Role-Portrait Choices ;'md Telévision
Viewing Habits for 23 Black 9th=grade Students

' . o SEX RACE

ROIE = - - MALF  FEMALE  WHITE BLACK
“¥, WINNER -- HERO | e
LIGHT VIEWERS (1-6hrs): 62.5% 37,5 ==  100.0
. HEAVY VIEWERS (7-15hrs): 73,2 26,5  33.5 66.5
IT. LOSER = VILLAIN | ' -
SIGHT VIEWERS (1-6hrs): 100,0  ~=  37.5 62.5
. MEAVY VIEWERS (7-15hvs): 93.2  6.6.  33.0 67.0
IIT. VICTIM |

LIGHT VIEWERS (l-6hrs):  37.0  63.0 12.5 87.5

HEAVY VTEWERS (7-15hrs): 20.0 8.0 40,0 60,0



. - Qur strategy for the investigation of television effects upon specific facts
and conceptions of social reality begins with the analysis of the world of
television drama. We then compare the facts of life on television with those
available for parallel agpscts of the "real world." To give a reldatively

.simple example, most criminal cases involving viclence are decided by judges.

On television, however, courtroom trials are an important dramztic arena,
and guilt or 1nnocepce are usvally determined by Juries.

. Our next step is to ascertain what respondents -- adults and children,
vievers and non-viewers -- think is the true state of affairs. By matching.
the judgments of our respondents with: the data derived from our analysis of
~television drama and from real-life sources we can build a composite plcture
of the relationships between these three images of the world. In many cases
it is possible to trace a line extending between the image of the world via
. television and that image which presumably reflects the true world of fact --
. and then place our respondents at various points-along this dimension. In
- such cases we may be able to see how close our viewers come to seeing the .
-world as would ouxr- hypothetlcal hermit in Solltary confinement with a
“television set. :

The primary tcol we have been developing for this purpese, in addition
to the portrait sets discussed above, is a semi-projective quesiionnaire.
This instrument incorporates two main. types of dtems. The first type consists
of forced error choice items, similar.to those used by Hammond*, which
require the respondent to select ore of two or more answers to a fachual
question. All of the answers are incorrect, but they are chosen so as to
reflect either the bias that is characteristic of television drama, or to
represent a bias im ardirection opposite to that which would be found on
television. In other words, these iﬁems require the respondent to choecse
‘ansvers which may reflect either a "television" or a 'non~-television" (which
often means "real world") bias. The second type of item is designed for the
same purpose but asks opinion, as opposed to factual, questions on issues
that are presented on television in a markedly slanted fashion.

*Hammond, K. R . "Measuring attitudes by error choice: an indirect method,"
Journal of Abnormal and Social Ps vcholowy, 43:38-48, 1948.




We have assembled an instrument which contains over forty such itens,

. as well as questions about the respondent's age, sex, education, and media
habits (daytime and evening television, television news, newspapers, nevs

- magazines)., This questionnaire was administered by Daniel Starch, Inc.

-~ Co E . Hooper, Inc. in the form of telethone interviews to a probability sample
- of 607 aduit respondents in four metropolitan aress. fhe sample was pre-

sereened to form two equal groups of light television viewers (less than 2

rhours per day) and heavy television viewers. (h hours or m.ore)° ;

- The survey was conducted in Aprl 1973, and ve have only partzally
ﬂ{analysed the results at thisg pomnt. Some of the clearest patierns we have
observed come from the "factual" items in which respondents must choose
- betuween ansvers vhich represent a television bias and items which represent
& non~television bias or a itendency toward reality. One form of analysis
consists of comparing the various sections of our sample in terms of the bias-

choice patterns. We have calculated the percent “toward TV" choices for the
~ heavy viewers, and for the light viewers. The difference between. these
© percentages we term the “Cultlvatlon Differential" of television viewing

for each 1tem.

. We have compared the cultivation differentials of several media for a
" number of "factual" items (see Table 3). Two striking patiterns emerge in
~these comparisons. The cultivaiion effects of general television viewing
shov positive and often significant differentials between heavy and light
vievwers ~- with heuvy viewers being wore likely Lo choose ansvers which rcflect

© & M™elevision" bies. As can be seen on Table 3, 11.3 percent more heavy

viewers than light viewers overestimate the percentage that Americans are of . -
the world population; that is, in fact vhat they experience in the world of
television. (Sex, age, and education do not significantly affect these
margins. ) Heavy vievers similarly carry their telcv1szon experience into

the real world of social reality when they give a "television" rather than the
very different "real world" answer to questions on population density,
employnent, crime and viclence, and law enforcement. One of fhe most telling
restlts of exposure to the pattern of victimization seen on television is

the fact that heavy viewers significantly overestimate their own chances of
encountering violence in real life. : :



E ';'-: ;f- fjaiifkiﬁ‘ T”TABLE.3: Diffarances Betwaen Heavy Viewers' and Light Viewers'
soco -l U0 Lo+ - Conceptions Compared to those of News Readers
et 0h .o on.ol. 7 CULTIVATION DIFFERENTIALS w

S st e, TV VIEMING | TV NEWS VIEUII\Ci NEWSPAPERS " NEWSMAGS,
< . QUESTION - ".EFAVY - LIGHT} HEAVY - LIGHT |

HEAVY = LIGHT | ANY - NOWE

".loUSPOP AS % OF WORLD g Lo e
?01’.» (I OVERESTG) R 0 & L9z <10.9% 0 e6.7
2.+POP, DENSITY OF US VS. S R |

7 OTHER COUNTKIES (IV OVER): 48,9 %k 0 33.2- T o138k 3,6
" 3, 7 WHITE AMER, EMPLOYED AS R L
-~ PROF.& MANAGERS (TV OVER): Alhde T 49 <10,7% . <8.5

k4. 7 NONWHITE AMER, EMPLOYED = « LU T e
PROF, & MAMAGERS (TV OVER):  + 6.5% - '48.1 o= 5.9 . o ¥2.3

5. 7 EMPLOYED AS PRO ATHLETES, CeRE e S
- . 'ENTERTAINERS, ARTISTS (IV OVER):+10,2% Co HLLORE - 14 bk =Tk

. 6., % MALES WITH TAW ENFORCE, e e . _
JOBS ( TV OVERESTTHATES): H9.3% L 12,0k C-18.5% L7

7. % CRIMES THAT ARE VIOLENT 3 g T R T
" { IV QVERESTIMATES ): B I T o mda? . el GRR

8., PATAL VIOLENCE OCCURS BET. : LT e - ‘
_ STRARGERS ( IV PATTERN) » + 38 0 F B TR =28 . ~15.1%%

9, % AMERICANS VICTIMS OF L e o
VIOLENT CRDME ( TV OVER): - + 1.6 S e 8,5 L = B.TR - 1.8

10. CRIM. CASES DECIDED BY JURY T ‘ '
~ OR JUDGE ( TV SAYS JURY): + 6.5 - T b B.5* T =17, 5%% - 7.0%

11, YOUR CHANCE OF ENCOUNTERING . S B - -
VIOLENGE ( TV OVERESTIMATES):  +12.8%% RN w12, 7% C #3.1

12, CONVICTIONS BASED ON EVIDENGE S . : .
OR TESTIMONY (IV SAYS EVIDENCE):+ 5.9 15 IR - 1.6 =45

* Differential significant (phi coefficient), p.=.05
*¥% Differential significant (phi coefficient), p.=.0l or better .
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"Wiolence Profile No. 7: Trends in Network Television Drama and Viewer
Conceptions of Reality," (with George Gerbmer, larry Gross, gt.al.).

The Annenberg School of Communlcatlons University of Pennsylvania, April,
1976. : " ' :

Mémbershigs
American Association for Public Opinion Research
-International Communication Association

" Committee on Research, University of Pennsylwvania

Personal; Unﬁarried,'BO vears old

May, 1976
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* NANCY STGNORIELLT

. ‘_,-' T ——

313 North 34th Street
. :Philadelphia, Pennsylvanla 19104

.'. Annenherg School of Communicatlons
University of Pennsylvam.a '

© " ' 3620 Walnut Streer s 37 - 405t
Sl Philadelphia, Pennsylvanla 19174 . | -
o (215) 24307064 o e olent Date of Bift*“- July 29, 1543
Education" “ -

“L'Q_SQ '1965‘irmajeriin'esyehology,' minor An mathematlcs
Wilson College,- Chambersburg;- Pennsylvania : :

M.A. 1967 experimental psycholagy -t e S
_ Queens College of the City Unlver51ty of New Ycrk Flushing,sNew York

Ph. D 1975, communications Tesearch S ' "
- University of Pemnsylvania, :Graduate School of Arts and Sc1ences
- Philadelphia, Pennsylvanla, 19174 : .

- . Dissertation: - Hen and Hbmen in Telev:sion ‘Drama: The Use of Two
O -'5.‘Hh1t1variate Techniques to Isolate Dlmen51ons of
:f;Charaeterlzatlon. :

?ositions.

ResearchASpecialist (Message Analysis)

"National Institute of Mental Health Grant for the Study of” Cultural Indlcators~
. Anmenberg School of Ccmmunlcatlons, Unlver31ty of Pennsylvanla ‘ '

Aptil, 1973 to present : : .

""__f”?: This position prov1des staff superv1sion, coordlnation and technlcal support
v for the Cultural Indicators project with particular responsibility for the o
" message analysis data collection and processing. Duties include the Superv131on

7<f53!- the analysis; the recruitment, training, testing -and supervision.of the_- :

s : - analytical staff; testing and refining procedures-used in the collectlon o:?f“

'_this data; the updating, maintaining and archiving of- the message -analysis "
data base (OLS and tape); data processing for periodic message analysis - -

~ of the annual videotaping and archiving of the: television prograums’ included in- P e

" . reports; = preparation of special analyses of the message analysis-data; advising =~

and assisting in the areh1v1ng and proce551ng of the survey data of the
cultivation analysis. .

. This position also includes serving as a research methods consultant by
" providing conceptual, technical, and mérhodological assistance for Speclfic
research requests of the faculty and students of the Annenberg School. - This
- has included helping a number of students design and implement thesis and
_ dissertation proposals, providing technlcal-(cumpuEer) assistance for students
and faculty; teaching basic JCL and the use of canned statistical packages =
- for a mumber of research oriented communications courses; and overseeing ' =
students' use of the Cultural" Indicators Project data archives. = - S




¥,
Nancy Signorielli :i e S :'t C . _"' 2.

 Positions (continued):,. : _'7";:' _,Qf:_._. t_i”  .7_ ."‘ . .;' 

Research Associate ' ' ' B G e

Surgeon General's Sc1ent1f1c Advisory Committee Grant for the Study of .
. Violence on Television .
Annenberg School of Commnnications,‘ University of Pennsylvania

August 1969 - March 1973 o R : . -

..  .Supervised annual V1deotap1ng and archiv1ng of the telev151on programs included
" im the analysis; recruited, trained, tested and superviged the coding staff;
set up {(and then maintained and updated) the data archiving system; processed -
data for technical reports. Provided technieal and methodological assistance
for specific research"requests of'the Annenberg School faculty and student body.

fnstructor,- Department of Psychology (1970 - 1971)
Lecturer, Department of Psychology (1969 - 1970) ‘
Chestput Hill College, Phlladelphla,_ Pennsylvania .

Courses offered: étatistics,':exnerimental psYohology;t social psychology,
: _introductory_psychology, educational psychology

- Media Researcher . - B
Ogilvy amd Mather, New York, New York
February - August, 1967 = _

i_ Consulting:

- Data Apalysis Consultant and Computer Programmer :
Education Coordinating Council - .
Post-Secondary Occupational Education Progect o
P.0. box 1293, 225 West State Street : :

- Trenton, New Jersey 08625 . '
'j-December, 1875 to present (w1th Michael F. Eleey)

Designed the codlng matrix for a room/facility usage- study of the commnnlty
- colleges and post-secondary vocational institutions in New Jersey. Presently
developing computer programS?to'edit,~verify, analyze, and present this data.

Data Analysis Consultant and Computer Programmer '
.. Project on Human Sexual. Development .

Room 305, Longfellow Hall .

Harvard University, Cambrldge, ﬁass. 02138

August - December, 1975 (w1th George Gerbner and Michael F. Eleey)

T Designed a special presentation of'the‘Close Personal Relationships between
Characters data collected as part of the Cultural Indicators Project.
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Ccmsulting (continued). '

Computer: l’rogrammer S

' The Philadelphia Group

“ . 3508 Market Street ' LT AR LS e

. Philadelphia, Pennsylvanla 19104 ¢ ol kT
Bovember, 1974 - May, 1975 o e

' Designed and implemented a computer system for a major oil company to
analyze employece attitudes towards the company and their working environment..
. " Deweloped edit and production computer programs to analyze over 30,000
' tespondents in a State Assessment of Educat:.onal Goals and Publ:l.c Attitudes
~ Towards Education project. : .

l)ata Analysis co_nsultant and Computer Programmer

Equal Opportunity in Television Project .

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights L _
3121 Vermont Ave., N.W., Room 400, Washingtom, D.C. 20425
January - July, 1975 (wn.th Mlchael F. Eleey)

nes:lgned a spec:.al presentation of data for major and m:Lnor characters in
. the Cultural Indlcators Project Message Systems Analysxs .data archives.

_ nata Analys:.s Consultant and Computer Programmer _ _ R

. Pederal Trade Commission S R P o
Washington, D.C. ' ' BRI '
October - November, 1971 (w:.th George Gerbner and Michae}. F. Eleey)

Designed and executed a content analys:.s of a series of commercials used by
a nationally known product in preparation for testlmony in the FIC's su:.t

against this company and product.

o

]

" Bomors and Awards: '_

Tuition Scholarship, Annemberg School of Communicatioms, 1972-1973.

. Besearch Assistantship, Annenberg School of Communications, .1967-1969.
. Yeaching Assistantship (statistics), Queens College, Fall, 1966.
Research Assistantship, Queens College, Spring, 1966. =
Pistinction on the comprehensive examination in psychology, Wllson College, 1965,
Pean's List, Wilson College; Fall, 1964; Spring, 1964; Fall, 1963.:
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'm Signorielli

' meessional Org_anizaticns..

. ¥nternational 'Comumcations Association R
American Assoclation for Public Opinion Research -
Association for Education in qurnallsm S
Broadecast Education Association -

Ihe Violence Ptof:.le, Number 7. Trends in Network Television Drama and

~ Viewer Conceptions of Social Reality. . Annenberg School of Communications.

- University of Pennsylvania, - in press.
(w:i.th George Ge.rbner, Larry P. Gross, Mz.chael F E}.eey’ and Suzanne Fox)

: Batterns _in Prime _-'Iime, Journal of Conmmnlcation, 1974 24 2 119—12&.

Hm and Women in Television Drama: A Mulitidimensional Exploration,
paper presemted at the Speech Association Convention; Dec., 1974.

The Violence Profile, Numbers 5 and 6. Trends in Network Television Drama _
. and Viewer Conceptions of Social Reality. Annenberg School of Communlcatlons,-
. University of Pennsylvania, 1973 and 1974. -

- {with George Gerbaner, ‘Larry P. Gross, and Michael F. Eleey)

A§p1e5, Oranges, and the Kitchen S:.nk. An Analysis and Guide to the Comparison
of "Violence Ratings,” Journal of Broadcast:m&, 17 1 (w:.nter 1972—?3), 21-31..

~ (with Michael F. Eleey and George Gerbner)

Validity Indeed?!, Journal of Broadceasting, 17:1; (winter 1972—73), 34-35.
(with Michael F. Eleey and George Gerbner)
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

{Giva the Following infarmatian for all professional personnel listed on page 3, beginning with the Principsf Investigator.
se continuation pages and follow the same general format for each person.}

- NAME : TITLE

Cpecaliat BIRTHOATE (Mo., Day, Yr.)

. Nancy 5. Tedesco P Research Asseciata July 29, 1943 -

" PLACE OF BIRTH [Gity, State, Cauntry) _ _ §PRESENT NATIONALITY (/f non-U.& citizen, SEX

HONORS

. indicate kind of visa and expiration date) _
New York, Wew York, U.S5.A. - U.S. eitizen - . ] Mate BFemalé
EDUCATIGN (Begin with baccalaureate training and include postdorctoral)
. YEAR SCIENTIFIC
INSTITUTION AND LOCATION DEGREE CONFERRED ] " FIELD
Wilson College, Chambersburg, Pa. ' A.B. 1965 ' Psychology
- Queens College of the City University . . :
of New York, Flushing, New York - |  M.A. 1967 Psychology
University of Pennsylvania, Graduate _ : ' ] \
School of Arts =nd Scieﬁces Phila . Pa Fh.D expected-74 Communications

 Wilson College, 1965: Distinction on c0mprehensivé examination in Psychology

MAJOR RESEARCH INTEREST AOLE IN PROPOSED PROJECT
Image of men and women in television Staff Director, Data analyst, Computer
drama ' : : specialist and programmer

-RESEARCH SUPPORT (See instructions)

RESEARCH AND/OR PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE (Starting with present position, Jist training and experience relevant to area of project, List 2il
Of MoSt renreseniative publications. Do not excesd 3 pages for each individual.}

Relevant training and experience:

September 1969 to present: Research Associate, The Annenberg School of Communications,
University of Pennsylvania.  Relevant experience: . (1) Currently comsult and lecture
on methodological problems in communications research and serve as staff director
of a study of network TV drama, in progress, with particular respoasibility for
data analysis, organization and management: (2) September 1969 to December 1970
served as staff director and methodologist for '"Violence in Television Drama; A
Study of Trends and Symbolic Functions," research conducted for the Surgeon General's:
Advisory Committee on Television and Social Behavior of the National Institute of
Mental Health; (3) September 1969 to May, 1971, Instructor, Chestnut Hill College,

- Dept. of Psychology (courses: statistics, social science regearch methods).
Dissertation will use multivariate analytical techniques to uncover the image of
men and women in television drama.

Publications: "Apples, Oranges and the Kitchen Sink: An Analysis and Guide to the
: Comparison of 'Violence Ratings'." J. Broadcasting, 1972, 17:1,21-31,
(with Michael F. Eleey and George Gerbner).

"Jalidity Indeed!"™ J. Broadeasting, 1972, 17:1,34-35."
(with Michael F., Eleey and George Gerbner).
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{Advisory Committee on Television and Social Behavior. ~The report of that | %?A&%&i\ |
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psearchers and representatlves of
1d to advise NIMH on research to.

A conference of staff ana cutside
tgovernment and private agencies was _
follow up and further develop the Wwhrk of the: Surgeon General's Scientific

{conference, attached as Appendix B, recommended continued attention and
Tresearch support to long—tg;m, broad 1mpact studies based ofn prlor work in

*Including'the U.Sm.offiée offEducation,-the National Science Foundationm,

{':UNESCO and the International Sociological Association, the National Cowmissioq
for the Causes and Prevention of Violence' (Eisenhower Commission), the Surgeo:

General's Scientific Advisory Committee, and the National Imstitute of Mental
Health. The key publications by the senior investigator which report theor§t—
i¢al and methodological developments stemming from these studies, and on which

| this proposal draws, are: 'Toward Cultural Indicators: The Analysis.of Mass

Mediated Public Message Systems' in The Analysis of Communication Content:
Developments in Scientific Theories and Computer Techniques, co-edited with

'{01le R, Holsti, Klaus Krippendorff, William J. Paisley and Philip J. Stone

(Wiley & Sons, 1969); "Cultural Indicators: The Case of Violence in

|Television Drama," The Annals of the American Academy of Political and Soc%al

Science, 388:69- 81 March, 1970; "Cultural Indicators: the Third Voice" in _
Communication Technoloey and Social Policy, co-edited with Larry P. Gross, and
William H. Melody (Wiley & Soms, 1973). A popular article on "Communication
and Social Environment" 3n the Beptombey 1972 Scientific American sketches_

‘the broadest context in which this Iesea:ch,;s concelved and is attacned’

as Appendlx A, :

© PHS-398 " ‘ — _
Rev. 249 _ . _ . Pf!g.e - . GPO : 1543 © - 350-360
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< ithis arez. The repoeé‘specifically noted "The need for continuous moniteriug,
" jacross time and across cultures, of what has been called the symbolic environ-

T kment. . « We meed a better understanding of this 'mainstreaum,' before we can
o rea11st1ca11y talk,of 1nterventxon for change" (p 9) S

A smm;lar cOnference on 1nd1cators of telev1sed v1olence also recommended"'
broad-gagﬁ research placing the" issue- of . v1olence in the context of a more
general assessment of television’ effects. ‘The report of that cpnferenee is

. fattached as Appendix C. Its recommended "violence profile" is one of the

indicators included w1th1n the scope of the pr0posed research,  Furthermore,

“Ithis propesal is also re5pon51ve to the report s recommendation that ", . The

next step is to somehow link ‘studies of v1ewers perceptions of violence and
its effects with the kind .of sophlstlcated ana1y31s of program content being

Pastore amd Magnuson that the pilot project ''to ‘develop indicators of trends
1n prime-time telev151on dramatic content and of thelr effects" including
"its context and. .freaning to the viewer'' is ”essent1a1 to larger efforts to

" jmonitor TW'Vlolence regularly in a meaningful way useful to those respon31ble L
i for plannmmg;soclal pollcy.__ (See Appendlx D ) A e S T

"?_}1_?-1; Objective

w» jcarried ot under the Annenbero School's’ pro;ect' (ps-6). Finally, in a letter R
of May 1%, 1972, the then Secretary of HEW Elllot L. Richardson wrote Senators
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' with total human situations. The composite '"worlds" of fiction and drama can

Why television drama

L R S TN S

Television dominates the prevailing climate of the mass-produced symbolic
environment. Its dramatic programs (plays, films, cartoons) cultivate synthetic
iimagés of 1life, society, and the world., Their perception as Yentertainment''

assures, if anything, relatively easy and universal participation in the usually
_realistically depicted fantasy world they present. Never before have such
.large and heterogeneous publics ~-- from the nursery to the nmursing home, from
_ghetto to penthouse -- shared so much of a system of messages and images, and"
the assumptions embedded in them.  What do these images and messages cultivate
in common? ' What do they teach differently to children and adults, to men and
_women, and to various social groupings? How do the symbolic structures and

e

their functions change over time? _ _ _ — YT ST SR PR -
: . S - E DA R

i

Fiction and drama offer special opportunities for the cultivation -- _
and, therefore, analysis -- of elements of existence, values and relationships.
Here an aspect of life, an area of knowledge, or the operation of a cocial
" enterprise appears imaginatively re-created in its significant agsociation | |

- PHS.398 —
P . : '
Rev. 2469 : o S e, T80 . : GPO 1 1989 O - 330-380
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]j even more to the cultivation of personal and social characteristics, stereo-
‘- Jtypes, values, policies; and norms of conduct. Unlike life, the bulk of LT
popular fiction and drama is an "open book," Characterizations are relatively'ﬂr'

' Continuution page

- e}eﬁamﬁwmwég*

reveal social mechanisms underlying, but not necessarily apparent in, other. .
modes of presentation. Those who neither seek nor would select a wide range
of specialized subject matter will find it, nevertheless, in drama and flctlona
Most people, and especially the young and the less educated of all ages, .
encounter most subjects in the form of such "incidental' treatment in the

course of their re?atlveig~nmuwse£eet'we lelsure-tzme "entertalnment.r-

What is true for the presantatlon of mlscellaneous subject matter. appllegg'

clear-cut, motivations are transparent, problems:and conflicts are explicit,
and the 1nterplay of forces that determines the outcome, as well as the outcome -

f itself, are usually clear. These characteristics of everyday fiction and drama
make them the most common and acce351b1e ‘source of publlc acculturatlon. o

The research leading to cultural indicators:began, therefore,"with-the

- }analysis of the most pervasive and comprehensive images of everyday culture
"~ {found in television drama. TFor most Americans most of the time television
{is popular culture. The symbolic structures and functions of the masssage .

systems found in television drama has provided the basis for an 1nvest1gat10n' ‘
of the assumptions, conceptions, and tendencies cultivated in their viewers. L
The pid¥t project geMe striking evidence of such cultivation among heavy - .
viewers. Thewnexmmav'gﬁeeﬂﬁ?thSEHaﬁmxeseare&w&eve%e@mentwsﬁee%éwes&eb&esh '

e ‘ﬁ D "%?5“; ’i’?”"’i

s

e
. ,,.s””f .

The prod gﬁmes planned rnoverlapplng stagesa The flrst stage will see

~ |the development % ﬁémiéunchlng of cultural indicators based”on prime-time network

television drama. The annual analysis of the dramatlc material will provide

{the basis for measures of eﬁitiuatlon in selected areas. The first annual
{report combining message and cultfﬁatlk analyses,-and vielding such trend

indices as w111 be avallable by hat timd; <w111 be completed in the third year.
- . During the second age (be01nn1no with the second%year) the progect w111
formalize the statistical procedures and computer technlques%apprOPrlate to a

standardized.s¥stem of data processing and reporting., At the sameegime, Cross-

a:igggiféffort of cooperating research teams w1ll be organxzed Thé%feﬂggi

|set-of-comparats

_ ) _— v . ‘ '- 26:. Backeround \\ . S :. . \*- ',)
\ N D@\“"-M TRl el "F"{*‘“‘-ﬁi‘
- A series of natanal and cross- natlonal studles prhvmdes both a data base’

fand a starting point for-the Pproposed research, The anai}tlcal framework has
merged from these studies.’ 'They'have demonstrated that the\gess cultural

“,\_“\ . V ) . -.\\:\

gzlf.a;g? Page ) Gro ;1988 O - 330-380
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Continuation page

preseﬁtations of many aspects of 11fe and types of behavior place them in
publlc context that serves 1nst1tutlonal purposes. : =

_ Eﬂarzlme concern Wlth mental health led to the passage of the Natlonalfi e
Mbntal Health Act in 1946, the establishment of the National Inst1tute of 1 o
Mental Health, and the emergence of the “mental health movement" of the
fifties. By 1953 John R. Seeley could ‘observe in The Annals of the AAPSS - 3
that ™This concentration upon, and heightened consciousness of the nature of ST
mental ITife is now so w1de5pread as to ensure an appreciatiwve audlence for

New Yorker carteons about psychiatrists, Hollywood films about alcoholism or
amnesia, mothers-aid books about the emergent little superegos and their
resugent little ids."* NIMH began spounsorship. of a series of studies on o
popular conceptions of mental health. The senior investigator of the proposed
'project joined in the research on how mental illness is presented in the press -
and im popular drama and fiction. . We looked at the processes of control and : :
decision-waking that gave rise to specific content configurations in public
information and entertainment.  We studied the dynamics of image-cultivation .
on terms related to the composition of the message systems involved. The _
research was completed by 1960.** It represents a valuable data base and RS
benchmark for contlnulng and comparatlve analyszs._]_ - : ST

Sputnlk generated (for reasons pecullar to Amerlcan culture) an orgy of
educational soul-searching. Under a grant from the U.S. Office of Educatlon
the senior investigator studied the portrayal of schools, teachers, and :

‘studenmts in the mass media of ten countries. Again we traced the ebb and - o
flow of attention and the composition of factual and fictiomal representatlons'
that cwitivated popular conceptions of education in the U.S., four countries _

%John R. Seeley, "Social Value$, the Mental Health Movement, and
Mental Eealth," The Annals of the American Academy of Political and
Soc1a1.5c1ence, Vol 286 (March 1953), P 22,

®%Ceorge Gerbner, "Mental Illness on Television: A Study of
Censorship," Journal of Broadcasting 3:292-303, Fall, 1959; Cf. Jum’

C. Numally, Jr., Popular Conceptions of Mental Health; Their Development
and Change {New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, 1960); George Gerbner,
"Psychology, Psychiatry and Mental Illness in the Mass Media: A Study

of Tremds, 1900-1959," Mental Hygiene-45:89-93, January, 1961; George
Gerbner and Percy H. Tannenbgum, "Regulation of Mental Illness Content

in Motion Pictures and Television," Gazette 6:365-385, 1961. s _:u,‘
LGRS  E ;PO 50 © - 550380
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.. .. |of Western Europe, four countries of Eastern Europe, and the Soviet Union.¥%
ol A principal value of that research also is as a comparatlve basellne for

... % lperiodic indicators of pOpular cultural trends. . :

S UEESCO the Internatlonal Soclologlcal ASSOClatlon, and the Natlonal Sclence .
7 }|Foundation supported a 51x~nat10n "Cross-Cultural Study of Films and the ‘

- {'"Film Hero.'" One year's feature film productiom in the U.S., France, Italy,

* lYugoslavia, Poland, and Czechoslovakia provided the basis for a comparative

-7 {investigation of the fictional worlds and "culture heroes" of the major single

. |source of Imaglnatlve representat1ons shared across natlonal boundarles.nn

; In 1968, the senior 1nvestlgator recelved a research contract from the

" |Natiomal Commission on the Causes and Prevention of Violence to conduct an
|enalysis of the extent and nature of violent representations in prime time . 7
network television drama for the 1967 and 1968 seasons. The findings provided
part of the factual basis for the Commission's recommendations, and were
{reported in its Mass Media Task Force report.*** Subsequently, under a grant -
from the Surgeon General's Scientific Advisory Committee on Television and

~ {Social Behavior, the study was extended to cover 1969 and 1970 television
_qseasons,**** and the analysxs contlnued under NIMH ausplces in 1971 and 1972 *%***

li
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. *George -Gerbner, "Mass Communications and Popular Conceptions of Education:

A Cross-Cultural Study." Cooperative Research Report: No. 867 (U.S. Office of
Education, 1964); "Smaller Than Life: Teachers and Schools in the Mass Media,"
- 1 Phi Delta Kappan 44:202-205, February, 1963; '"Images Across Cultures: Teachers
{ in Mass Media Tietion and Drama,”" The School Review 74:212-229, Summer, 1966;
"Education About Education by Mass Media," The Educational Forum 31:7-15,
| November, 1966; '"Newsmen and Schoolmen; the State and Problems of Education

{ Reporting,™ Journalism Quarterly 44:211-224, Summer, 1967; "The Press and the
Dialogue in Education; A Case Study of a National Educational Convention and

its Depiction in America's Daily Newspapers,' Journalism Monosraph No. 5,

1967; - *fTeacher Image and the Hldden Currlculum,” The American Scholar,
142:66-92, Winter, 1973

: ‘*George Gerbner ""The Fllm Hero, A Cross-Cultural Study,” Journalism -
- Monographs No. 13 1969 . e AP , .

***Violence and the Media, a report to the Natlonal Comm1551on on the

| Gauses and Prevention of Violence prepared by David L. Lange, Robert K. Baker,
and Samdra J. Ball. U. S. Govermment Prlntlng Offlce, Washington, D. C., 1969.

'-(See Chapter 15 and- Appendlx I1I~J. ) -

‘ ‘ ****George Gerbner, "Violence 'in Television Drama, A Study of Trends and
<. | Symbolic Functions," in Television and Social Behavior, Vol. 1, Content and Control,

edited by G. A. Comstock and E. A. Rublnsteln. Washington: Government Printing
Offlce, i972. .

*ETiGeorge Gerbner, with the assistance of Michael F. Eleey and Nancy
Tedesco, "The Violence Profile; Some Indicators of Trends in and the symbolic
Structure of Network Television Drama 1967-1971," in Hearings Before the

' Subcommittee on Communications of the Committee on Commerce, U.S. Senate,
U.S8. Government Printing Office, 1972,
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