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ity. NIMH staff informs me that, in the scientific community, there is a high level 
of interest in submitting, proposals relevant to the development of the TV profile. 
One piece of needed research is already underway involving an analysis of prime­
time network television drama, including the extent of some of the characteristics 
of violent actions. 

Upon development of the profile, it would be disseminated periodi'OOIly to the 
Oongress, the Federal Communications Commission, this Department, and other 
interested organizations, thus helping government and induscry to fnlfill thmr 
responsibilities to.the American people. 

With best regards, 
Sincerely, 

ELLIOT L. RICHARDSON, 
Secretary. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This is the fourth in a series of reports on televised dramatic violence. 

The continuing research from which this report is drawn has investigated the 

extent, nature, and symbolic functions of violence in network television drama 

since 1967. 

The research was initiated under contract with the National Commission on 

the Causes and Prevention of Violence. The 1967-68 findings were published in 

the report of the Commission's Mass Media Task Force (Violence ~ the Media by 

Robert K. Baker and Sandra J. Ball, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington, 

D. C.~ 1969). The 1969 and 1970 research was conducted under the sponsorship of 

the Surgeon General's Scientific Advisory Commit.tee on Television and Social 

BehaVior. The 1967-69 findings, including a discussion of the symbolic functions 

of television violence in demonstrating the structure of social power, appeared 

unoer t:ne til-Ie "".i.ul~ur.;E! iu Telt:.vls.Lll1l u.i:';'iir.';'; Trends and l:;j"mbc!ic ~ncti~=.::;11 in 

Volume 1 of the report to that Committee (Television and Social Behavior; ~ 

Content and Control. edited by George A. Comstock and Eli A. Rubinstein, U. S. 

Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C., 1972). The "Violence Index" 

combining several dimensions of violent representations in a single measure 

was developed for and first appeared in that report. 

In Marc~.,1972 we released a report including the findings of measures of 

televise,d dramatic violence through 1970. The present report contains the 

annual results through 1971. 

The title of the report has been changed to "Violence Profile" in order to 

emphasize the greater range of measures and dimensions reflected in it. Although 

we shall continue to report the summary Violence Index (based on" terms described 

in the Appendix and assumptions discussed in the Comstock and Rubinstein volume), 

we want to streSS that any single "rating" necessarily oversimplifies and 
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potentially distorts the human and social significance of a complex activity 

such as violence. The Index should not be treated as a statistical finding 

but as a convenient illustrator facilitating certain gross comparisons. In 

making such comparisons, the behavior of the individual component indicators 

should also be observed. 

Future reports in this series will increasingly rely on a variety of measures 

in order to place the trends in the amount of TV violence in a meaningful per-

spective. The frequency of violent acts is, of course, not without significance. 

The amount of repetitive, ritualistic, standardized video violence can be 

measured by tracking its prevalence, rate, and roles. The Surgeon General's report 

has provided reason and evidence for considering such mass-mediated mayhem a 

public health problem. But the nature and functions of violence in cultivating 

conceptions about life and society may be moTe closely related to the symbolic 

context of violence than to its sheer frequency. Who does what to whom and with 

what effects are aspects of symbolic violence that cannot be separated from the 

"how often" without losing some of the significance of the lessons it demonstrates. 

Illustrating these structural aspects of violence in this report are findings 

that deal with the distributions of those inflicting and suffering violence. Ratios 

of victimization help delineate the relative powers of men and women and of whites 

and nonwhites in the world of television drama. 

'!:he definition of dramatic violence in this study was "the overt expression 

of physical force, compelling action against one's will on pain of being hurt 

or killed, or actually hurting or killing." 

A summary of the findings, and the account of measures of violence and 

of selected indicators of its social structure follow. The Appendix contains 

an explanation of analy;l« .. i:i. ,.cedures and the terms used in the Violence Index. 

The tabular and graphic ," .' lltion of the measures and indicators composing 

the Index by program t~ ~~~works, and other categories from 1967 through 

1971 concludes the report. 
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SUMMARY OF THE 1971 FINDINGS 

The 4-year trend toward lower levels and less lethal Violence was reversed 

in 1971. Only cartoons continued to moderate what is still the highest dose 

of violence on television; CBS programs, traditionally the least Violent, 

became the most violent of the three major networks, and,ABC the least violent. 

Feature fiLms and new programs in 1971 spearheaded the trend toward more lethal 

violence by depicting record high proportions of screen killers. 

The social structure of dramatic violence continued to demonstrate the 

unequal distribution of power in the fictional world of television. The dis-

proportionate victtmization of women character~ increased in time. The differential 

calculus of dramatic risks also favored whites over nonwhites. 

Mess·ures of Violence 

The Violence Index rose slightly for the first time since 1967 when the 

measurement of television violence began on a systematic and continuous basis. 

The overall rise was due mostly to the increase of violence in TV plays (still 

the least violent dramatic fare) above 1969 levels. Violent characterizations 

fell to about 6 out of every 10 major characters from their previous high of about 

7 out of 1~. The proportion of killers, however, rose to nearly 9 percent of 

major tharacters, more than double the 1969 figure. 

Cartoons and feature films, still the most violent dramatic material on 

television, dropped in violence in 1971. In a sharp reversal of historic standings, 

CBS emerged .as the most violent network with an Index of 194.5. NBC was second 

with 189.1 and ABC the least violent with 141.7. Both ABC and NBC reduced 



458 

4 

dramatic violence from their 1970 figures, while violence on CBS increased 

to the highest level for that network. 

ABCls overall mayhem was down, especially in cartoons, but killing rOse above 

the 1969 level. CBS boosted violence in all categories, including cartoons, and 

its killings rose sharply to an all-time high, involving 16 percent ,of major 

characters as killers or killed, or both. NBCts reductions affected'most categories 

of violence, especially cartoons, and included a substantial cut in killers and 

killed. 

New non-cartoon programs were, on the whole, more violent than programs 

continued from the previous season. The boost was especially marked in what 

became the characteristic new feature of the 1971 sesson ~~ the increase in 

dramatic killers on the TV screen. 

Selected Indicators of Symbolic Structure 

Violence-victim rat~..:-_ 
J • 

If 'we take all those who are shown to inflict injury or death (violent~ 

and all those who are shown absorbing some such punishment (victims) we get 

largely but not completely overlapping groups of dramatic characters. Out of 

all 762 leading characters analyzed from 1967 to 1969, 383 were violents and 

452 w~re victims. (Only 322 were in both groups.) If we divide the larger 

number (victims) by the smaller (violents), we get a power ratio of 1.18:1 for 

the years 1967 to 1969. That means that for every violent there were 1.18 victims. 

The ability to absorb punishment may indicate different individual power 

positions, depending upon who strikes the final blow. But in a general sense 

the group which has fewer victims per violent (or more violents per victim) can 

be considered as endowed with greater powers of violent initiative or resistance, 

or both. 
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The violence-victim ratio for all major characters indicates a slight decline 

of power imbalance: 

For every violent, there were 1.18 victims 1967~69 

1.21 victims in 1969 

1.09 victims in 1970 

1.10 victims in 1971 

If, however, we compare male and female characters, we find that the power 

imba lance among fema 1es has not d 1i d d ec ne, an , with the exception of 1970, the 

ratio was favorable to males: 

For every male violent, For every ,female violent, 

there were 1.17 male victims 1967-69 there were 102'4 female victims 1967-69 

1.17 male victims in 1969 1.45 female victims in 1969 

1.12 male victims in 1970 1.08 female victims in 1970 

1.06 male victims in 1971 1.43 female victims in 1971 

In 1971 the men of the dra,matic population provided only slightly more victims 

than via lents, while the women suffered almost 1~ victims for every violent, and, 

if anything, ~be imbalance has increased in time. 

The/ytnbOlic balance of power between the white population of the world of 

television drama and the other characters of that world shows a similar inequity: 

For every white Violent, For every nonwhite violent, 

there were 1.15 white victims 1967-69 there were 1.24 nonwhite victims 1967-69 

1.19 white victims in 1969 1.26 nonwhite victims in 1969 

1.10 white victims in 1970 1.07 nonwhite victims in 1970 

~.08 white victims in 1971 1.17 nonwhite victims in 1971 

Again with the exception of 1970, nonwhites paid a higher price for violence 

in terms of the victimization of their numbers~ Although sex breakdowns are not 
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shown here, the relative power status of males and females within both white and 

nonwhite groups followed closely that of all characters. 

The killer-killed ratio 

A morbid hut telling indicator of power is the ratio of, killed to killers. 

The figures show that the imbalance of killers and killed dipped and then rose 

with.the increase in male killers: 

For every character killed, For every male character killed, 

there were 2.03 killers 1967-69 there were 2.11 male killers 1967-69 

1.75 killers in 1969 2.00 male killers in 1969 

1.44 killers in 1970 2.00 male killers in 1970 

2.75 killers in 1971 3.00 male killers in 1971 

We can see that the male killer-killed rat1.0 was consisteui..ly w':''':", "f~-.. .:;;:_I;l<:.n 

(to killers) than the all-character ratio. The number of females involved in 

killing is too low to compute by year. The overall ratios for the two time 

periods, however, show not only the lethal power imbalance favoring the males, 

but a striking increase in the fatal vi,ctimization of females. For every male 

character killed, there were 2.11 male killers 1967-69, and 2.35 male killers 

1969-71. For every female character killed, there were 1.50 female killers 

1967.-69. But in 1969-71, there were 5 females killed for only I female killer. 

Women reversed the ratio and were portrayed as fatal victims of assault five times 

as often as they were shown to inflict lethal punishment. 

The pattern of lethal power among nonwhi~e major characters shows them 

deprived if we consider all years studied. With a grand total of only 23 nonwhite 

major characters involved in fatal violence, the findings are inconclusive. For 

the years 1967-71, for every white killed there were 2.1 white killers, but for 

every nonwhite killed there were only 1.5 nonwhite killers. 
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APPENDIX 

A~LYTICAL PROCEDURES 

Sampling 

The analysis was performed on annual sample-weeks of network dramatic programs 

broadcast in evening prime-time adS t d d . n a ur ay ayt1m7 in the fall of each year since 

1967. In 1967 and 1968, the hours included were 7:30 to 10 p.m. Monday through 

Saturday, 7 to 10 p.m. Sunday, and children's programs 8 a.m. to noon Saturday. 

Beginning in 1969, however, these hours r d d til 11 we e expan e un p.m. each evening 

and from 7 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Saturday. To allow comparisons under this sampling 

departure, figures for the transitional year 1969 are presented separately for 

(1) that por~~on of the 1969 week that conforms with the ·1967-68 samples, and 

(2) the entire 1969 week commensurate with the enlarged samples. 

The solid-week sample has been demonstrated to be at least as generalizable 

to a year's programming as larger randomly-selected samples. In a samp!~ng 

experiment executed in connection with the 1967-68 study, a sample of 365 programs 

was constructed along the same time intervals as the project l s 1967-68 samples, 

except that it was drawn according to a one-program-per.-day random selection 

p~ocedure-; ~for a calendar year that approximately bridged the interval between 

the. 1967 and 1968 samples. (See Michael F 01 "V i ti . • eey, ar a ons ~n G~neralizability 

Resulting from Sampling Characteristics of Conten.t Analysis Data: A Case Study,1I 

The Annenberg School of Communications, University of Pennsylvania, 1969.) There 

proved to be no significant differences in proportions along the dimensions of 

program style, format, type and tone between the experimental and sol,id-week samples. 

Data Collection 

Each year a group of coders is recruited an~ trained in the use of the coding 

instrument. They are pretested for reliability by a statistical analysis of 
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inter-coder agreement. (See Klaus Krippendor££, IIBivariate" Agreement Coefficients 

for Reliability of Data,1I in E. F. Borgatta snd G. W. Bohrnstedt, eds., Sociological 

Methodology: 1970, San Francisco: JOBsey-Bass, Inc., 1970.) 

All analysis is done by monitoring the videotaped programs as many times as 

necessary, and playing back selected portions as needed. In the final gathering 

of data, coders work in independent pairs, and all programs are coded by two 

such pairs. This set of double-coded data is then subjected to a final reliability 

analy·sis. On the basis of the reliability findings, a final set of codings is 

selected from the reliable coder pairs, and reliability results are tabulated by 

variable to guide the final interpretations. Variables failing to achieve a 

final reliability coefficient above .66 are eliminated from further analysis. 

Recording Units 

The recording units on which these findings are based are of three main 

types-: (1) the television program as a whole (i.e. a dramatiC' plot~entity); 

(2) individual violent actions appearing in the progra~; and (3) the dramatic 

characters appearing in the progtams. The- latter unit is further divided into 

two sub~types; major characters, representing the principal character-types 

essential to the plot of the program, and minor characters, comprising all other 

speaking characters. The figures on role and characterization in this report 

are based on the major characters only. The analysis of minor characters for 

those years for which they were recorded (1969, 1970, 1971) is in process. 

Measures and Indicators Composing the Violence Index 

The amount of violence in TV drama is measured in several ways. Some of 

these ways show the extent to which there was any violence in the program samples. 

Others note the frequency of violence. Still others show the proportion of leading 

characters involved in violence. These measures we shall call prevalence, rate, 

and role, respectively. 

The prevalence of violence in the program samples is expressed as the percent 

of plays, program hours, or both, containing any violence at all. This shows the 

likelihood of encountering (or chances of avoiding) violence in the course of 

non~selective viewing. 

~e ~ of violence express the frequency and concentration of violent 

action in the srunples. They are based on scenes of violence between the same 

opponents, called violent episodes. The number of violent episodes divided by 

the total number of plays (whether violent or not) yields the rate per all programs; 

the srune number divided by the, total number of program hours gives the rate per 

all hQurs. 

Roles related ::0 violence are those of leading characters committing violence, 

falling victim to it, or both. Each of these roles is separately computed, 

as is the percent of those involved in lethal violence. and fatal 

victimization. 

These measures of violence are ba'sed directly on analysts' observations. 

They are combined to form indicators expressing several of the qualities measured 

in single s~iy figures. They are not statistical findings in themselves, 

and should(not be treated as such. Rather they serve as convenient illustrators 

of the basic findings and facilitate gross comparisons. 

We will use three kinds of indicators. Two are based on selected measures 

showing qualities of programs and of characterizations, respectively. The 

third and most general index is the swn of the first two. 

The two intermediate indicators. are called scores. Prevalence, rate per play, 

anet rate per hour are reflected in the program ~ (PS). This is computed as follows: 

PS·(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/H) 
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In this formula, (%P) is the percent of programs containing violence. (R/P) is 

the rate of violent episodes per play, and (RIH) is the rate per hour. The rates 

are doubled in order to raise their relatively low numerical value to the importance 

that the concepts of frequency and saturation deserve. The rate per hour is 

included to reflect the concentration or diffusion of violent action in time. 

The formula. then, gives the greatest weight to the extent to which violence 

prevails at all in the programs. Secondary but substantial weight is given to 

the frequency of violence and the saturation of the programs with violent action. 

Roles involving characters in some violence, weighted by roles involved 

in killing, are expressed in the character score (CS). The formula 

CS=(%V)+(%K) 

represents the percent of all leading characters committing violence, suffering 

violence or both (%V). with added weight given to the percent of those in¥olwd 

in killing either as killers or as victims ,or both (%K). 

Finally, the violence ~ ~s obtained by adding the program score to 

the character score. Prevalence, rate, and role are thus re.flected in the 

index, with program information weighing usually slightly more heaVily in 

the balance than information derived from character analysis. Of course, all 

these indices are additive: if all components change in the same direction, the 

index accumulates the changes; if they go counter to one a~other, the index 

balances them out. 
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TABLES AND FIGURES 

TA3IE 1: ~lliASURES AND INDICATORS: ALL NlrrwoRKS, ALL PROCRANS 

One week's prime time and -saturday morning programe in 

Enlarged sample 

1967 1968 1969 
N N N 

Programs (plnys) anoly7.ed 

Program hours analy:>.ed 

Leading characters analyzed 

96 87 93 

62.00 58.50 ·61.75 

240 215 307 

MEASURES OF VIOLENCE 

prevnlence 

(7oP) Progroms containing violence 

Program hours containing violence 

Num~(!r of. 'liol(!nt episodes 

(RIP) Rate per a 11 programs (plays) 

(RIll) Rate p~r all hours 

Roles (% £!. redding characters) 

81.2 

83.2 

N 

4)8 

5.0 

7.7 

% 

Violents (committing violence) 55.8 

Victims (subjected to violence) 6i,.6 
(%V) All those involved 1n violence 

either as violents or as victims 
or both 73.3 

Killers (committing fatal violence) 12.5 

Killed' (victims of lethal violence) 7.1 

,7J<) {;-11 those involved in killing 
.'either as killers or as killed 

or both 18.8 

INDICATORS OF VIOLENCE 

Program score: ps=«",{,p)+2(R/p)+2(R/H) \06.6 

. , .Character score: CS =< (%V)+(%K) 

Violence index: VI = PS+CS 

92.1 

198.7 

% 

31.6 

87.0 

N 

394 

4.5 

6.7 

% 

49.3 

55.8 

65.1 

10.7 

3.7 

.11.6 

104.0 

76.7 

180.7 

% 

80.6 

82.0 

N 

483 

4.9 

7.S 

% 

46.6 

5-7.7 

3.3 

2.0 

5.3 

106.0 

69.5 

175.5 

1969 
N 

121 

71.75 

377 

83.5 

83.2 

N 

630 

5.2 

8.8 

, 
48.5 

58.9 

66.3 

3.7 

2.1 

5.5 

111.5 

71.8 

183.3 

1970 1971 
N N 

111 103 

67.17 70.29 

196 252 

, 
77.5 

78.3 

N 

498 

4.5 

7.4 

% 

52.0 

56.6 

62.8 

6.6 

4.6 

8.7 

101.3 

71.5 

172.8 

,. 
80.6 

87.2 

N 

483 

4.7 

6.9 

,. 
46.0 

50.8 

61.5 

8.7 

3.2 

9.9 

103.7 

71.4 

175.1 
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FIGURE 1: MEASURES AND INDICATORS 
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ThDLE 2: HEASURES AND INDICATORS: CARTOONS, ALL NEmORKS 

One week1s prime time" and'Saturday morning programs in 

Enlarged sample 

SAMPLES (100%) 

Programs (plays) ana lyzcd 

Program hours analyzed 

Leading char~cters analyzed 

MEASURES OF VIOLENCE 

Prc.valenCe 

(%P) Programs containing violence 

Program hours containing violence 

,Number of violent episodes 

(RIp) Rate per all programs (plays) 

(RlH) Rate per all hours 

Roles <z'.Q! leadipg characters) 

Violents • (committing violence) 

Victims (subjected to violence) 

(%V) All those involved in violence 
either as Violenta or as victims 
0," both 

Ki1ters (committing fatal violence) 

Killed (victims of lethal-violence) 

('oK) All those involved in killing 
ei ther as kU 1ers or as ki !led. 
or both 

INDICATORS-"OF VIOLENCE 

1967 1968 1969 1969 
N" N N N 

32 25 38 53 

7.00 6.92 8.67 12.17 

62 47 102 146 

% 

93.7 

94.3 

N 

151 

4.7 

21."6 , 

90.3 

4",8 

'.7 

14.5 

, 
96.0 

92.8 

N 

162 

'.5 
23.4 

% 

66.0 

76.6 

78.7 

4.3 

0.0 

4.3 

, % 

97.4 98.1 

96.1 97.2 

N N 

254 

'.7 
29.3 

., 
70.6 

8S.3 

90.2 

0.0 

1.0 

1.0 

370 

7.0 

30.4 

% 

67.1 

30.1 

87.0 

0.7 

1.4 

2.1 

,:'Program score: PS=(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/H) 146.3 155.8 

83.0 

238.8 

169.4 172.9 

91.2 89.1 

260.6 262.0 

. Character score: CS = (%V)+('7.K) 104.8 

Violence index: VI = PS+CS 25.1.1 

1970 1971 
N N 

50 33 

13.17 11.04 

63 64 

% 

96.0 

95.6 

N 

296 

5.' 
22.5 

% 

79.4 

82.5 

93.7 

3.2 

1.6 

3.2 

% 

93.9 

97.9 

N 

216 

6.' 
19.6 

% 

67.2 

73.4 

84.4 

1.6 

I.' 
1.6 

153.0 146.2 

96.9 85.9 

249.9 232.1 
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FIGURE 2: MEASURES AND INDICATORS 
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'l'AIH,!' 3: HEASURES AND INDICATORS: TV PLAYS, ALL NETlWRKS 

··One week's piime time an"d Saturday morning programs in 

En1arg~.d sample 

SANPWS (100%) 

Programs (plays) analyzed 

Program hours annly,,~d 

J..eading characters analyzed 

NEMURFS OF VIOLENCE 

Pr('!valcnc~ 

(7.P) Pro3rams containing violence 

Program hours containing violence 

Number of violent episodes 

(RIp) Rate per all programs (plays) 

(RtF!) p.!te per ,,11 hnt1' .. " 

~ (Z ~£ leadinB characters) 

Violents (committing violence) 

Victims (subjected to violence) 

(XV) All those involved in violence 
either as vtolents Or as victims 
or both 

Killers (committing fatal violence) 

Killed (victims of lethal violence) 

('Y.K) • All those involved in killing 
either as killers or as killed 
or both 

INDICATORS-"OF VIOLENCE 

1967 
N 

58 

42.50 

159 

74.1 

81.2 

N 

29B 
5.1 

7.0 

,. 
49.7 

59.1 

67.3 

15.7 

6.' 

20.7 

.:~Program score: PS"'(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/H) 98.3 

Character score: CS '" (%V)+(%K) 88.0 

Violence index: VI ~ P3+CS 186.3 

1%8 
N 

55 

36.58 

145 

% 

72.7 

80.6 

N 

168 

'.1 
4.6 

% 

40.7 

46.9 

57.2 

11.0 

4.1 

12.4 

88.1 

69.6 

157.7 

1969 
N 

52 

1969 

N 

60 

36.58 43.-08 

176 202 

% 

67.3 

76.8 

N 

187 

3.6 

5.1 

% 

34.7 

42.6 

50.0 

5.1 

2.3 

7.4 

% 

70.0 

77 .0 

N 

21B 

'.6 
5.1 

, 
37.1 

44.6 

52.5 

5.9 

2.5 

7.9 

84.787.4 

57.4 60.1. 

142.1 1117.8 

1970 
N 

55 

1971 

N 

59 

41.50 41.00 

119 155 

% ,. 
58.2 69.5 

66.3 78.7 

N N 

145 182 

2.6 3.1 

'.5 

% 

33.6 

39.5 

42.9 

6.7 

5.0 

9.2 

70.4 

52.1 

4.4 

% 

36.1 

40.0 

50.3 

L7 

2.6 

B.4 

84.5 

58.7 

122.5 143.2 
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FIGURE 3: MEASURES AND INDICATORS 
T V PLAYS, ALL NETWORI{S 
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TABLE 4; MeASURES AND INDH:ATORS: FEATUR1~ FlINS, ALT. NE1WO~KS 

'One week's prime time and Saturday !Dorning programs in 

Enlarged sample 

1967 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 
SANPLES (1007.) N N N N N N 

Programs (plays) amllyzcd 6 8 8 6 11 
Program hours ana lyzed 12.50 15.00 16,50 ~6.50 12.50 18.25 
Leading characters analY7.cd 19 23· 29 29 14 33 

NEASURES OF VIOLENCE 

PI'~valcnce ,. %. % • % % 

(%p) Programs containing violence 83,3 100,0 87.5 87.5 100.0 100.0 

Progrllln hours containing violence 84.0 100.0 86.4 a6.4· 100.0 100.0 

Rate N N ·N N N N 

Num~er of violent episodes 29 64 42 42 57 85 
(RIP) Rate per all programs (plays) 4.8 9.1 '5,3 5.3 9.5 7.7 
(RIll) R::ltc p~r {!ll !lo"r~ 2.3 4.3 2 .5 2.5 4.6 4.7 

Roles C! .Q.£ leading chal;'<lcters) % % % :% , ,. 
Violents (committing violence) 52,6 &9,6 34.5 34.5 85.7 51.5 
Victims (subjected to violence) 47.4 69.6 51.7 51. 7 85.7 57.6 

(%v) All those involved in violence 
either as vio1ents or as victims 
or both 6S.4 ,S7.0 58.6 5S.6 92.9 69.7 

Killers (committing fatal violence) 10.5 21.7 3.4 3.4 21.4 27.3 

Killed (victims of lethal violence) 5.3 8.7 3.4 3.4 14.3 '.1 
(10K) All those involved in killing 

E!ither as killers or as killed 
or both, 15.8 21.7 6.' 6.9 28.6 33.3 

INDICATO~ OF VIOLENCE 

Program score: PS~(%P)+2(R/p)+2(R/H) 97.5 126.3 103.1 103.1 128.1 124.8 
Character score: CS = (%V)+(%K) 84.2 lOS.7 65.5 65.5 121.5 103.0 
Violence index: VI '" PS+CS. 181.7 235.5 168.6 168.6 249.6 227,8 
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FIGURE 4: MEASURES AND INDICATORS 

FEATURE FILMS. ALL NETWORI(S 
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TAnu~ 5: MEASURES AND INDICATORS: CRUm, WESTERN, ACTION~lIDVEtlTURE 

O~e week's prime time snd Saturday morning programs in 

Enlarged sample 
1967 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 Si:.HPLES (100-;';) N N N N N N 

Programs (plays) analyzed ". 54 63 B2 4J 59 
Program hours analyzed 44.25 ~9.17 33.25 40.25 33.30 45.39 
Leading characters analyzed 164 135' 190 248 80 145 

MEASURES Olt VIOLENCE 

Prevalence 7, .. % , , 
% 

(%P) Programs' containing ,violence 95.3 98.2 96.8 97.6 95.4 94.9 
Program hours containing violence 94.5 98.7 96.5 97.1 96.2 97.5 

Rate N N N N N N 

Num~er of violent episodes 419 341 418 559 260 397 
(RIp) Rate per all programs (plays) 6.6 6.3 '6.6 6.8 6.1 6.7 
(R/H) Rate per all hours ·9.5 •• 7 12.6 13.9 7.8 8.8 
Roles (% £'i leading characters) % % % • % , 7. 

Violents (committing violence) 72.6 65.9 64.2 63.7 71.2 62.1 
Victims (subjected to violence) eO.5 73.3 7"7.4 75.4 81.2 67.6 

(%v) All those involved in violence 
either as violents or as victims 
or both 89.0 82.2 85.3 84.3 86.2 77.9 

Killers (committing fatal violence) 18.3 16.3 . 4.7 5.2 11.2 13.1 
Killed (victims of lethal violence) 9.8 5.2 3.2 3.2 5.0 4.1 

(1.K) All those involved in killing 
either as killers Or as killed 
or both 26.8 .u.8 7.9 8.1 13.7 14.5 

INDICATORS oF VIOLENCE 

P;ogram score: PS=(7.r)+2(R/r)+2(R/H) 127.3 128.2 135.2 139.0 123.1 125.9 
Character score: CS ~ (%V)+(%K) 115.8 100.0 93.2 92.4 99.9 92.4 
Violence index: VI "" PS+CS 243.1 . 228.1 228.4 231.4 223.0 218.3 



474 

FIGURE 5: MEASURES AND INDICATORS 

CRIME, WESTERN, ACTION-ADVENTURE, 

ALL NETWORKS 
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t-mASURES AND INDICATORS: . CO}lP'OY, M.L !\'E1tWRKS 

One week's prime time and Saturday ~orning programs in 

SfIl.IPT.ES (100%) 

Pro£rmllS (plays) Qnalyr.cd 

Progl·alll hours Ilnalyzed 

Lending characters analyzed 

NE.\SURl~S OF vrOI.Er.:CE 

I'rcvl\]cnce 

(ll') Programs cont.atnlng v!olmlce 

Program hours containing violence 

Number of violent episodes 

(RIp) Rate -per all programs (plays) 

(R/n) Rate per all flours 

Violent$' (colllmittiL1(; violence) 

Victims (subjoctcd to violence) 

(%V) All those involved ill violcncc 
either as vi-alents or as victims 
or both 

Killers (c(l~Pllittin8 ratal violence) 

Killed (victill1S of lethal'violence) 

(%K) All those involved :In killing 
either as killers or as killed. 
or both 

INDICATORS OF VIOLENCE 

Progr<1m score: l'S"'(%I')+2 (It/P)+2 (RIll) 

Char<1cter !;corc! CS '" (%V)+(%K) 

Violoncc indc,x: VI '" I'S+CS 

1%7 ... 

21.75 

107 

~ 

65.9 

57.8 

.. 
1?:1 

2.8 

5.6 

% 

37.1t 

46.7 

55.1 

3.7 

0.9 

4.7 

82.5 

59.8 

142.3 

1968 
N 

42 

18.75 

81 

% 

66.7 

64.9 

N 

134 

3.2 

7.2 

% 

38.3 

43.2 

53.1 

4.9 

0.0 

4.9 

87.3 

58.0 

145.3 

1969 
N 

1969Enbrgei9 E7~mp Ie 1971 

N N N 

48 60 

19.07 22.32 

8i 101 

, 
70.8 76.7 

55.0 61.5 

N N 

216 307 

4.5 5.-1 

11.3' .13.8 

i. . % 

40.2 47.5 

61.0 68.3 

63.4 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

70.3 

0.0 

0.0 

0.0 

102.5 114.4 

63.4 70.3 

165.9 184.7 

60 43 

20.80 17.17 

74 61 

, 
81. 7 

74.4 

N N 

277 186 

4.6 4~3 

13.3 10.8 

% 

63.5 
66.2 

75.7 

2.7 

2.7 

117.5 

78.4 

% 

50.8 

55.7 

63.9 

1.6 

0.0 

1.6 

107.1 

65.6 
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FIGURE 6: MEASURES AND INDICATORS 

COMEDY, ALL NETWORI(S 
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TAnLE 7: MEASURES AND INDICATOR.,':;: ABC', ALL I'ROGTWIS 

One week's prime time snd S~turday morning programs in 

En18rged sample 

SAMPLES (100%) 
1967 

N 
1963 

N 

Progrmns (plays) analyzed 

Progr .. m hours analyzed 

Leading characters analyzed 

35 22 

22.00 17.50 

86 63 

MEASURES OF VIOLENCE 

Prevlllc!Uce 

(XP) Programs containing violence 

program"hours, containing violence 

Number of viofent episodes 

(RiP) Rat~ per all programs (plays) 

(R/H) Rate per all hours 

Violcnts (committing violence) . 

Victims (subjected to ViolencE!) 

(%V) All those involved in violence 
either as violents or as victims 
or both 

% 

88:6 ' 

90.9 

N 

195 

5.6 

8.9 

62.8 

72.1 

82.6 

Killers (connnitting fatal violence) 14.0 

Killed (vicUrns of lethal violence) 8.1 

(7.1{) All those involved 1n killing 
either as killers" or as killed 
or both 22.1 

INDICATORS OF VIOLENCE 

Progr'~m score: PS"'(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/H) 117.6 

% 

90.9 

9/,.3 

N 

III 

5.0 

6.3 

55.6 

57.1 

66.7 

12.7 

1.6 

12.7 

113.5 

1969 
N 

1969 
N 

34 39 

20.00 22.50 

109 127 

% 

76.5 

71.3 

N 

161 

"8.1 

7. 

61.5 

3.7 

2.7 

6.4 

102.1 

% 

76.9 

70.0 

N 

168 

4.3 

7.5 

% 

41. 7 

48.8 

57.5 

3.1 

2.4 

5.5 

chsract('.r score: CS = (%V)+(%K) 

Violence index: VI = PS+cS 
104.7 

222.3 

79.4 67.9 

100.5 

63.0 

163.5 192.9 170.0 

1970 1971 
N N 

41 31 

21.17 22.42 

76 88 

% 

73.2 71.0 

68.1 83.3 

N N 

173 113 

4.2 3.6 

8.2 5.0 

% % 

47.4 34.1 

52.6 40.9 

59.2 46.6 

3.9 5.7 

1.3 2.3 

3.9 6.8 

98.0 88.) 

63.1 53.4 

161.1 141. 7 
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ABC, ALL PROGRAMS 
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TABLE 8, SELECTED NJ-:ASURES. ABC CARTOONS 

SANl'LES (100%) 

Frograros (plays) analyzed 

Program hours analyzed 

Pq~valence 

(%P) . Programs containing violencr:: 

Program hours containing violence 

Rate 

Number of violent episodes 

(RiP) Rate per all programs (plays) 

(RIm Rate per ail hours 

Program score PS"'(%P)+2 (R/P)+2 (R/n) 

479 

One week's prime time and Saturday morning programs in 
Enlarged sample 

1967 1968 i969 1969 1970 1971 
N N N N N N 

13 4 16 18 20 6 
3,00 1.50 3.50 4.00 4.67 2.67 

, % % % % % 

100,0 100.0 100.0 100.0 95.0 100.0 
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 94.6 100.0 

N 
. 

N N N N N 
70 26 " 99 llfi 35 
5A 6.5 5.' 5.5 5.7 5.8 

. 23.3 17.3 ·27.1 24.8 24.4 13.1 

157.4 147,6 166.0 160.6 155.3 137.9 
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FIGURE 8: SELECTED MEASURES 
ABC CARTOONS 

166.0 

r ----~.,14;:/n 

VIOLENT 
PROGRAMS 

RATE OF VIOLENT 
EPISODES 
PER HOUR 

PER PRO~ 

PERCENT OF 
PROGRAMS 

CONTAINING 
VIOLENCE 

l 

16().6 
...... 155.3 
-\ 

70 

\ 137.9' PROGRAM 
SCORE 

71 

481 

TARLE 9, SELECnn HEASURF's, AIlC NON,:,cARrooN PROGRANS 

One week's prime 

1967 1968 
SANrmS (100%) N N 

Programs (plays) analyzed 22 ".18 

Program hours analyzed 19.00 16.00 

Pr('val('nc~ % %. 

(%P) Programs contai.ning violence 81~8 88.9 
Program hours containing" violence 89.5 93.8 

£afe N N 

N\.mher of violent episodes 125 85 
(Rip) Rate pcr all programs (plays) 5.7 4.7 
(R/H) Ra~e pcr all hours 6.6 5.3· 

Progr::!!!] :'!...<;:.QrS ps""('%r)+2 (R/P)+2 (RIB) 106.4 108.9 

time and Saturday morning programs in 

Enlarged sample 
1969 1969 1970 1971 
N N N N 

18 21 21 25 

16.50 18.50 16.50 19.75 

% 2 % % 

55.6 57.1 52.4 64.0 

65.2 63.5 60.6 81.0 

N N N N 

66 " 59 78 

3.7 3.3 2.8 3.1 

·4.0 3.7 3.6 4.0 

71 .• 0 71.1 65.2 78.1 
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FIGURE 9: SElECTED MEASURES 
ABC NON-CARTOON. ALL PROGRAMS 
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TABLE 10: SF,I.J:CTED MEASURJ,S, ABC eRnIE, lmSTERN, ACTlmh\DVEN111RE 

SAHPLES (100%) 

Progrllm.~ (plays) 8IHlly?(!d 

Program hours analyzed 

Preva l(!nce' 

(%p) . Programs containing violence 

Program hours containing violence 

Rate. 

h~mbQr of violent episodes 

(R/P) Rate per all programs (plays) 

(R/H) Rate per all hours 

Program ~ PS=(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/H) 

One week's prime time and Saturday morning programs in 
Enlarged sample 

1967' 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 
N N N N N N 

". 
18.25 

% 

100.0 

100.0 

N 

170 

6.8 

9.3 

132.2 

16 

12.50 

% 

100.0 

100,0 

N 

99 

6.2 

7.' 

128.2 

24 

12.25 

% 

100.0 

100.0 

N 

154 

6.4 

"12,6 

138-.0 

26 

],2.75 

% 

100.0 

100.0 

N 

158 

6.1 

12.4 

137.0 

21 14 

10.80 12;92 

% % 

95.2 92.9 

97.7 96.1 

N 'N 

. 1l.9 " 5.7 6.' 
11.0 7.5 

128.6 121. 7 
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SELECTED MEASURES 
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TAMJ'; 11: SELI';C'fED ImASURES. A,nc CONEDY 

SANl'LES (1007.) 

Programs (pl"'ys) aU1l1yzcd 

Prog r <1l11 hours analyr.ed 

. Prevalence 

(%P) .. Progrilms Containing violence 

Program hours. containing' violence 

Rnt'c 

Nu~bcr of violent episodes 
(Rip) Ratu per all pr081·.~llnS (plays) 
(R/n) Rn tc .per a 11 hours 

.!Z2r.E!! ~ PS"'(%P)+2 (R/1')-!-2 (R/H) 
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'One week's prime time and Saturday morning programs in 
Enlarged sample 

1967 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 
N N .N N N N 

13 

4.00 

% 

76.9 

62.5 

II 

45 
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TA!~LE 12~ ~IEASURES AND INDICATORS: CBS, ALL PROGIWIS 

One week's prime time and Saturday morning pr~grams in· 

SA~lpmS (100%) 

Programs (plays) ana lyzc,d 

Program hOU1"S ana ly~cd 

Leading eharacters analy?cd 

~mASUHES OF VIOLBNCE 

(%P) Programs containing violence 

Program hours containing violence 

Ntunber of violent episodes 

(Rip) Rat.e per all programs (plays) 

(RIll) Rate per all hours 

Roles <Z. s:! hading ch<lractcrs} 

Violents (committing violence)· 

Victims (subjected to violence) 

(%v) All those involved 1n violence 
either as violants or tiS victims 
or both 

1967 
N 

32 

19.50 

73 

%-

65.6 

70.5 

N 

111 
3.5 

5.7 

39.7 

46.6 

53.4 

Killers (comm~tting fatal violence) 8.2 

Killed (Victims of lethal violence) 6.8 

(%K) All those involved in killing 
eithcl" as killers or as killed 
or both 13.7 

INDICflTORS OF ,y'IOLENCE 

~rog;am score: PS=(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/H) 84.0 

" Character score: CS "" (%V)+(%K) 67.0 

Violence index: VI '" PS+CS 151.0 

1968 
N 

35 

20.00 

79 

% 

77 .1 
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6.' 

40.5 
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N N N 

29 44 

18.00 2/~.OO 
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3.' 
6.3 

38.7 

47.3 

52.7 

1.1 

2.2 

3.2 

?'.8 
55.9 

148.7 

% 

81.8 

84.0 

N 

232 

5.3 

'.7 

49.6 

57.8 

65.2 

3.7 

3.0 

5.' 

111.8 

71.1 

182.9 

41 

24.00 

63 

% 

73.2 

75.7 

N 

152 

3.7 

6.3 

54.0 

54.0 

60.3 

4.8 

3.2 

7.' 

93.2 

68.2 

161.4 

37 

24.47 

81 

% 

78.4 

86.8 

N 

'0' 
5.6 

8.5 

% 

54.3 

61.7 
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14.8 
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16.0 
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FIGURE 12: MEASURES AND INDICATORS 

CBS, ALL PROGRAMS 
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'fAilLE 13: SELECTED NEASURES, cas CARTOONS 

One week's prime time and:Satut"day mot"ning programs in 

1967 1968 
SANPLES (100%) N N 

Programs (pl"ys) ;:.n'l.ly?ad 10 .13 
Program hours ana lyzed 2.00 3.00 

Prevalence % %. 

('%p) . Programs cont.aining violence 90.0 100.0 
Program hours containing violence 90.0 100.0 

.Bill N N 

Number of violent episodes 44 77 
'(R/P) Rate per all programs (plays) 4.4 5.' 
(R/n) Ita te per a 11 hours 22.0 25.7 

~.rarn scltr~ PS"(%P)+2(R/l';+2(R/H) 142.8 163.2 

1969 
N 

9 

3,00 

% 

88.9 

88.7 

N 

66 

1 .~ 

22.0 

147.5 

Enlarged sample 
1969 1970 1971 

N 

20 

5.50 

2 

95.0 

94.0 

N 

"'0 
'.0 

29.1 

169.2 

N 

17 

5.00 

% 

94.1 

93.3 

N 

92 

5.' 
18.4 

141.7 

N 

14 

3.97 

% 
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94.1 

N 

92 ,., 
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FIGURE 13: SELECTED MEASURES 

CBS, CARTOONS 
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TAilI.F. 14: SEI.ECn;D HEASlJR1':S. ellS NO:-1~CI\i\TOON l)J~OGP...'\}IS 

SAHI'U::S (100%) 

Progr.:lIOS (p'lays) allllJy"cd 

Program hours analy~cd 

Pr.evalC'!J~ 

(7.P) , Programs containing violence 

l'rOg:rBm hour.s. containine- violence 

~ 

. Nu~ber of violent epi:;odcs 

(RIp) Rllte per all progr<lms (plays) 
(RIll) Rate per all hours 

PJ:"0grmn ~.£ rS=(%p)+2 (R/P)+2 en/Ii) 

One week's prime t~_me and Saturday mot'ning programs in 
Enlarged sample 

1%7 . 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 
,N N N 

22 .22 

17.50 17.00 

% " 
5',,5 63.6' 

68.6 76.5 

II II 

67 60 

3.0 . 2.7 

.3.8 3.5 

68.1 76.0 

20 

15.00 

, 
65.0 

76.7 

II 

4, 

2.4 

3.1 

76 •. 0 

II II II 

2/, 24 23 

18.50 19.00 20.50 

% • % 

70.8 58.3 73.9 
81.1 71.0 85.4 

• II II 

72 60 117 
3.0 2.5 5.1 
3 •• 3.2 5.7 

84.6 69.6 95.5 
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FIGURE 14: SELECTED MEASURES 

CBS, NON-CARTOON PROGRAM S 
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TAIlLE 1:'>: SELECTlm l-mASUIlliS, CBS eRnIE, t~F.HTERN. ACTION.I\DVF:NTURE 

One week's prime time and Saturday morning programs '0 
Enlarged sample 

1967 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 SANI'IJ~S (1007.) N N N N N N 

Frograms (plays) analyzed 18 18 l2 27 21 
Pro8ram hours Ilnalyzed 10,00 9.00 5.50 11.50 8.67 15.35 

Prevalence , % % , , 
% 

(%P) . Progn.:ms containing violence 94.4 94.4 91.6 96.3 100.0 90.5 
Program hours containing violence 97.5 94.4 87.8 94.2 100.0 96.0 

~ N N N N N N 

Number of violent episodes 99 l07 76 195 58 166 
(RiP) Rate per all programs (plays) 5.5 5.-9 6.3 7.2 6.4 7.9 
(R/n) Rate per all hours' 9.0 11.9 13.8 17 .0 6.7 10.8 

ProBram gore PS"'(%P)+2 (R/P~+2 (R/K) 125.2 130.1 131.8 144.7 126.3 127.9 
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FIGURE 15: SELECTED MEASURES 

CBS, CRIME, WESTERN, ACTION-ADVENTURE 
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TIIDLz,: 16: SELf.Cl'ED ~lEASURP.S. CBS CO}JEDY 

One weck'~ p1:"ime tiute and Saturday morning programs in 

. Enlarged sampl~ 
SAHPUlS (l.OO%) 1967 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 .N N N N N N Progralns (plllYs) an1l1Y7.cd 16 ·21 !7 

Program hours analy2ed 26 26 17 
8.00 7. 9~ 7.50 9.50 9.50 6.52 

Prcval£~!££ , 
% , 

% , 
% (%P) . Programs cO'ltaining violenco 

43.8 61.9 MI.7 75.9 
Program hours. containing' viole'nee 76.9 70.6 37.5 49.5 62.7 70.2 70.2 73.4 ,Rate 

N N N N N Nt1~ber of violent epiSOde; N 
16 61 66 143 95 (RIP) Rate per all programs (plays) 76 
1.0 2.9 3.' 5.5 3.7 (R/H) R<l te ,per 811 hours 4.5 
2.0 7.7" . B.8 15.0 lq.O 11.7 

Progr.!l:~ score PS'" (%P)+2 (R/P)+2 (R/H) 49.8 83.1 90.1 104.3 118.0 102.8 
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FIGURE 16: SELECTED MEASURES 
CBS. COMEDY 
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'fAilLE 17: MEASuRES AND JNDJCIITOJtS: NBC, AU. PltOGIW1S 

One week's prime time and S~turday morning prog:r::ams in 

SAMPLES (~OO,.) 

Programs (plays) analyzed 

Pt·ogram hours analyzed 

Leading characters analyzed 

MEASURES OF VIOLENCE 

Prevalence 

(%P) Programs containing violence 

Progra~ hours containing violence 

Num~er of violent episodes 

(RIp) Rate per all programs (plays) 

(R/U) Rate p~r all hours 

Roles <:& £.!': leading characters) 

Violcnts (committing violence) 

Victims (subjected to violence) 

(tV) All those involved in violence 
either as violents or as victims 
or both 

. Killers (cOmmitting fatal violence) 

Killed (victims of lethal violence) 

(%K) All those involved in kUling 
either as kill.ers or as killed, 
or both 

INDICATORS?F VIOLENCE 

Program score: PS=(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/H) 

Character score: CS '" (%V)+(%K) 

Violence index: VI :: PS+cS 

1967 
N 

29 

20.50 

81 

" 
89.7 

87.0 

N 

172 
5.9 

8.4 

% 

63.0 

72.8 

81.5 

14.8 

6.2 

19.8 

118.3 

101.3 

219.6 

1968 
N 

30 

21.00 

73 

". 
80.0 

87.7 

N 

146 

4.9 

7.0 

7. 

53.4 

58.9 

69.9 

12.3 

5.5 

13.7 

103.8 

83.5 

187.3 

1969 
N 

Enlarged sample 
1969 1970 1971 

N N N 

35 38 

23.75 25.25 

105 115 

% % 

91.4 92.1 

93.7 94.1 

N N 

209 230 

'6.0 6.1 

8.8 9.1 

7. , 
56.2 5/1.8 

71.4 71.3 

77.1 77.4 

4.8 4.3 

:1,0 0.' 

5.7 5.2 

121.0 122.5 

82.8 82.6 

203.8 205.1 

29 

22.00 

57 

% 

89.7 

90.9 

N 

173 

6.0 

7.9 , 
56.1 

64.9 

70.2 

12.3 

10.5 

15.8 

117.3 

86.0 

203.3 

35 

23.40 

83 

% 

9'1.4 

91.4 

N 

161 

4.6 

6:9 

'. 
50.6 

50.6 

67.5 

6.0 

2.4 

7.2 

114.4 

74.7 

1~9.1 
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FIGURE 17: MEASURES AND INDICATORS 
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TMLE: is: SELECTED l-1EASUR~S. NBC C,\RTOONS 

One week's .prime time and Saturday morning progr~ms in 

Enlarged sample 
1967 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 SANPI:r:S (100%) N N N N N N 

Programs (play .... ) analyr,ed , 8 13 15 13 13 
Program hours analyzed 2,00 2.42 2.17 2.67 3.50 4.40 

Pr{!va!ence % ,. % % % % 
(1.p) . Progra:ns containi.llg Violence 88.9 87.5 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 

Program hours containina violence 90.0 79.2 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 
].ate N 

. 
N • N N N 

Number of violent episodes 37 59 93 111 90 89 
(RIp) Rate per all programs (plays) 4.1 7.4 7.2 7.4 6.' 6.8 (R/H) Rate per all hours· 18.5 24.4 Zt2.9 41.6 25.7 20.2 

Program ~ PS=(%P)+2 (R!P)+2 (RIll) 134.1 151.1 200..2 198.0 165.3 154.2 
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FIGURE 18: SELECTED MEASURES 
NBC, CARTOONS 
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rABLE 19: SHEeTED }lEASURES, NBC NON-CARTOON PROGRM!S 

One week I B prime time and Saturday morning programs in 

SANPLES (100%) 

Pro[;,rmns (plays) an<'!IY7.cd 

Program hours analy?cd 

Pravalanca 

(1.1') " Programs containing violence 

Program hours. containing" viole"nce 

Nu~nber of violent episodes 

(RIp) Rate per all programs (plays) 

(R/JO IV! tc .per a 11 hours 

PrOOra\1I score PS<=("4P)+2(R/P)+2(Il./U) 

1967 
,N 

20 

18.50 

" 
90.0 

86.5 

N 

135 

••• 
7.3 

118.2, 

1968 1969 
N N 

,22 ,22 

18.58 21. 58 

%' % 

77-.3 86.4 

88.8 93.0. 

N N 

~7 116 

4.0 5.3 

4.7 . . 5.'~' 

9~.7 107.8 

Enlarged sample 
1969 1970 1971 

N N N 

23 16 22 

22.58 18.5 19.00 

% % % 

87.0 81.2 86.4 
93.4 89.2 89.5 

N N N 

119 83 72 

5_' 5_' 3.3 
5_3 4_5 3.' 

108.0 100.6 100.5 



502 

FIGURE 19: SELECTED MEASURES 

NBC. NON-CARTOON PROGRAMS 
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TABLE 20; SELECTED ~mASURES. NBC cnUlE, WESTERN, ACTIqN~ADVENl'UHI! 

One week's prime: time and Saturday morning programs in 
Enlarged sample 

1%7 19G8 1969 1969 1970 ~971 
SAMPLES (100%) N N N N N N 

progrilTnS (plays) ~!!aly2;c.d 21 .20 27 ". 13 24 
Program hours, Ilnalyzed 16~OO 17.67 15.50 1.6.00 13.83 17.12 . 

Prey:alence % % % 2 % % 

('7.P) . Programs containing violence 90.5 100,0 96,3 96.5 92.3 100,0 
Program hours containine violence 86.5 100.0 97,0 97.0 92.8 100,0 

.!!m. N - N N N N N 

Number of violent episodes 150 . 135 188 206 83 134 
(R/i?) Rate per all programs (plays) 7.1 6.8 7. Q 7.1 6.t. ,_6 
(R/H) Rate per all hours 9_4 7.6 12.1 . 12.9 6.0 7.8 

.E.l.'C>Bnm~ PS"'(';(.P)+2 (R/P)+2 (R/H) 123.5 128.8 131,5 136.5 117.1 i26.8 
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FIGURE 20: SELECTED MEASURES 

NBC, CRIME, WESTERN, ACTION-ADVENTURE 
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TABLE 21: SELECTED MEASURES, ~BC COHEDY 

One weekls prime time and Saturday morning programs in 

Enlarged sample 
1967 . 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 SA}IPIES (100%) 
. ' • • N N N 

Programs (p'lays) ,analyzed 15 .15 IS I' "' I. 
Program hours ana IY2ed 9.75 4.83 3.72 3.97 4.33 6.73 

Prevalence X ,. 
X , % , 

(%P) • Programs containing violence 80.0 60.0' .86.0 87.S 92.3 87.5 
Program hours. containing" violence 

72.6 46.6 72.9 74.8 88.5 85.2 
Rat"e • • • N N .N 

'Nu~ber of violent episodes 
'0 41 93 104 '" 82 

(RIp) Rate per all prOgrams (plays) 4.0 2,7 ·6.2 '.S '.2 5.1 
(R/'Q Rate ,per all hours •• 2 8.5" '25.0 26.2 18.7 12.2 

~oB.r,am s(:ore PS=('7.P)+2 (R1P)+2 (R/H) 100.3' 82.4 . 148.4 152.9 142.2 122.1 
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FIGURE 21: SELECTED MEASURES 

NBC, COMEDY 
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TABLE 22: MEASURES AND INDICATORS: PROCEWIS CONTINUED FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR 

SAMPLES (100%) 

Programs (plays) analyzed 

Program hours analyzed 

Leading characters analyzed 

MEASURES OF VIOLENCE 

Prewlenc:e 

(%P) Progr8lllS cOl1taln1ng violence 

Program hours containing 
violence 

Number of violent episodes 

(R/P)Rate per all programs (plays) 

(R,H)Rate per all hours 

Roles C!.2£. leading characters) 

Violents (committing violence) 

Victims (subjected to violence) 

(%11) All those involved in violence 
either as violents or as 
victims or both 

killers (colfllllitting fatal 
violence) 

. Killed (victims "of lethal 
violence) . 

(%K) All those involved in killing 
eithl[l.r "as killers or as killed 
or both, 

INDICATORS OF VIOLENCE 

Program score: PS=(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/H) 

Character score: CS=(%V)+(%K) 

Violence index: VIaPS+CS 

One week's prime time and Saturday morning programs in 
Enlarged .sample 

1967 1968 1969 1!169 1970 1971 
N N N • N N 

64 39 SI 65 67 61 

44.00 22.50 43.50 49.00 43.67 37.72 

16. 97 170 208 118 148 

• • • • • • 
79.7 74.4 76.5 81.5 76.1 13.8 

81.4 77.8 82.6 84.5 80.0 81~5 

N N • • N N 

306 144 233 34. 266 311 

••• 3.7 '.6 5.' '.0 5.1 

7.0 6.~ 5.' 7.1 6.1 S., 

• • • • • • 
52.4 47.4 44.1 49.0 47.5 46.6 

60.4 . 54.6 52.4 57.2 53.4 48.0 

70.1 62.9 59.4 65.4 57.6 58.1 

12.8 10.3 4.7 5 •• 6.8 6 •• 

'.3 3.1 2.9 3.' '.2 2.7 

16.5 11.3 7.6 8.7 9.3 •• 1 

103.2 94.5 96.3 106.4 96.3 100.5 

86.6 74.2 67.0 74.1 66.9 66.2 

189.8 168.7 163.3 180.5 163.2 166.i 

.. ' 
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MEASURES AND INDICATORS 

ALL PROGRAMS CONTINUED 

FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR 
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TABLE 23: SELECTED MEASlfRES: CARtOON PROGRAHS CONTINUED FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR 

One week's pr1IDe time and Saturday IDOming programs ~n 
Enlarged sample 

SAMPLES (l00%) 

Programs (plays) analyzed 

Program hours analyzed 

Prevalence 

(n) Programs containing violence 

Progr8Dt hours containing violence 

NUDlber of violent episodes 

(R/P)Rate per all programs (plays) 

(&/8) Rate per all hours 

Progr8111 score 

1967 
N 

20 

4.00 

% 

95.0 

95.8 

N 

83 

4.2 

20 •. 8 

144.8 

1968 
N 

9 

2.50 

% 

88.9 

80.0 

N 

SO 

S.' 
20.0 

140.0 

1969 
N 

9 

2.67 

% 

88.9 

87.5 

N 

SO 

S.' 
18.8 

137.5 

1969 1970 
N N 

20 

5.17 

% 

95.0 

93.6 

N 

144 

7.2 

27.9 

165.1 

25 

5.67 

% 

96.0 

95.6 

N 

128 

S.l 

22.6 

151.4 

1971 
N 

23 

.6.47 

91.3 . 

96.4 

N 

'" 
2,;i.4 

156.3 



510 

FIGURE 23: SElECTED MEASURES 
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TABLE 24: ' SELECTED l-IEASURES: NON-CARTOON PROGRAl-IS CO~TINUED FRO~r THE PREVIOUS YEAR 

One week's prilne time. and Saturday llIorning programs in 

Enlarged sample 
1967 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 SAMPLES (100%) 

N N N N N N 
Programs (plays) analyzed 44 30 42 45 42 " Program hours analyzed 40.00 20.00 40.83 43.83 38.00 31.25 

% % • % % 

70.0 73:8 75.6 64.3 63.2 

Prevalence % 

(SP) Programs containing violence 72.7 

Program hours containing violence 80.0 77.5 82.2 83.5 77.6 78.4 

~ N N N N N N. 
Number of violent episodes 223 94 183 204 138 147 

{R/P)Rate per all programs (plays) 5.1 3.1 4.4 4.5 3.3 3.' 
(R/H)Rate per all hours 5.6 

4.7 4.5 4.6 3.6 4.7 
Program Score PS=(%P)+2(R/P)+2{R/R) 94.0 85.7 91.5 93.9 78.1 80,3 
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FIGURE 24: SelECTED MEASURES 
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'(,\llI.E 25: SElECTED ~mASURES: 
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C!:l>!!,: 111'.:;'1'1:11:. ,\1;'1'[1);-1 ,\lJ\,j':;-:n:l(F; I'j~(l(;HM!:; ]'RO>I TilE 
]>,: ;VJ('t::; Y!;Ml 

One h'eck's prime tim') and Saturday mOrning programs io 
Enl<lrgcd 6ampl(! 1%7 1968 1%9 1969 19i'0 1971 .. N N , 

" 
, 

',1 " " ,.2 25 35 
31.25 11, .50 22.50 28.00 23.50 24.10 

• • 2 • 2 % 
95.1 95.6 92.9 95.2 96.0 9l.l~ 

93.1 96,6 96.3 97.0 98,9 '95.4 

N N N N N N 

256 123 179 29/1 157 274 
6.2 S •• 6.1i 7.0 6,3 7. E , . , R.' 8.0 10, .5 6.7 11.'. 

PrograDl !>core: l'S~ (%P)+2 (!l/P)-1-2 (RIll) 12ll,O 123.3 121.6 130.2 121.9 129.8 
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FIGURE 25: SElECTED MEASURES 
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l"Mll.F. 26: SELECTED MEASURES: 
co~mJl\' PI\OGltMm Flwn 1'ltEVIOt:S YEAR 

One week's prime time and Saturday morning programs in 

:;.\:.[P[.ES (100%) 

Progrums (plays) .malyzcd 

ProgfilU1 hours an.:llyzed 

a:ASURES OF VIOLENCE 

1967 
N 

34 

16.50 

(SP) Prosrams containing violence 57.6 

Program hours containing violence 56.6 

~~ N 

Number of via.lent episodes 106 

(R/P)Rate per all programs (pl<:tys) 3.1 

(R/H)Rate per all hours 6.4 

Program SCore: PS"'(%P)+2(R!P)+2(RJH) 85.7 

1968 
N 

19 

8.25 

% 

57.9 

51.5 

N 

,.5 
2.4 

5.4 

73.5 

1969 
N 

20 

10.58 

% 

50.0 

37.8 

N 

I" 

2.4 

" .6 

64.2 

Enlarged sample 
1969 1970 1971 

N N N 

28 30 " 12.08 10.50 10.27 

% % 

64. J 80.0 79.3 

45.5 71.1, 83.1 

N 
N " 

122 .109 147 

3.6 5.1 

10.1 10.4 14.3 

93.2 108.0 118.1 
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FIGURE 26: SELECTED MEASURES 
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TABLE 27: MEASURES AND INDICATORS: NEll PROGRMfS 

One week's pr1.me time and Saturd~y morning prograTllS i~ 

1967 1968 1969 
Enlarged sample 

1969 1970 1971 
SA)fPLES (100%) N N N N N N 

Programs (plays) analyzed 32 48 47 56 44 42 

Program hours analyzed 18.00 36.00 18.25 22.75 23.50 32.57 

Leading characters analyzed 76 11B 137 169 7B 104 

MEASURES OF VIOLENCE 

Prevalence % % % % % % 

(%P) Programs containIng violence 84.4 87.S 85.1 85.7 79.6 90.5 

Program hours containing violence 87.5 92.8 BO.B 80.2 75.2 93.9 

: .!!!..tt N N N N N N 

Number of violent episodes 172 250 250 2B2 232 172 

(R/P)Rate per all programs (plays) 5.4 5.2 5.3 5.0 5.3 -4.1 

(F/H)R .. t .. p .. r >111 hourn 9.6 6.9 13.7 12.4 9.9 5.3 

~ (! Ei leading characters) % % % % % % 
Violenta (committing violence) 6).2 50.8 49.6 47.9 59.0 45.2 

ViCltims (subjected to violence) 73.7 56 •. 8 64.2 60.9 61.5 54.B 

(XV) All those involve.d in violence 
either as violents or as victims 
or both 80.3 66.9 70.1 67.5 70.5 66.3 

Killers (committing fatal violence) 11.8 11.0 1.5 1.2 6.4 11.5 

Killed (vlctilllS ,of lethal violence) 13.2 4.2 0.7 0.6 .5.1 3.B 

(%K) All those .iri'volved in killing 
either as killers or as killed or both 23.7 11.9 2.2 loB ·7.7 12.5 

INDICAT~RS·OF VIOLENCE 

Program score: PS~(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/H) 114.2 111.8 123.1 120.6 109.8 109.2 . 

Character sc.ore: CS=(%V)+(%I{) 104.0 78.8 72.3 69.3 78.2 78.8 

Violence index: VI~PS+CS 218.2 190.6 195.4 la9.9 188.0 Iha.a 
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FIGURE 27: MEASURES AND INDICATOHS 
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TABLE 28: SELEc;fl!D ,Mt.ASVRES~ NEll CARtOON PROGRAMS 

One _ekts pri.nlo. dille and SaI:\1'tdaY .orning prog1"ama 1n . 
lnlaree<:\ ·sample 

1~67 1968 1%9 1969 i97(). )971 
SAMPLES (l.OOit) • • N • • • 

P~B1".a1D1!: (plays) analy1o:ed lZ 16 " 33 2, 10 

Pro£t'4fIt hours analy:l\ed , .. 4.42 6.00 '.DO 7.50 4'.51 
Prevalence , • • % % , 
(n) Pl:OgralllS e.ollte:1nlng violence 91.7 100.0 100.0 100.0 96.0 100.0 

Pl.'Oaram houa cOtltaintua violence 91.1 100.0 100.0 100.0 95.6 100.0 

~ • N • • • • N 
Nulllber of Violent episodes ,. 112 20' 22' , .. ,2 

(lVP)Rate per all prQgt<311S (plays) ,., 700 , .. ..S '.7 S •• 
(R/H~Rate per all hours 22.7 25.-11 34 •• 32.3 22.4 .n.4 
Prol!;rallll Score PS .. (%P)+2 (IVP)+2 Otla) 148.3 161,.7 182.1 178.3 1Sl,.2 . Ul.2 
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FIGURE 28: SELECTED MEASURES 
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TADtE 29: SELECTED NF.ASURES: NEt'! NON-CARTOON PROGRAMS 

One week's printe time and Saturday morning programs 
1n 

1967 Enlarged sample 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 N N N N N .N 
20 32 18 23 19 32 

15.00 31.58 12.25 15.75 16.00 28.09 

SAHPLES (100%) 

Programs (plays) analyzed 

Program hours analyzed 

Prevalence 
% % % % % % 

80.0 81.2 61.1 65.2 57.9 87.S 
86.7 91.8 71.4 71.4 65.6 92.9 

(%P) Programs containing violence 

Program hours containing violence 

N N N N N N 
104 138 46 56 " 120 
5.2 4.3 2.' 2.4 3.4 3.8 
6 •• 4.4 3.8 3.6 4.0 4.3 

104.3 98.6 73.7 77.2 72.6 103.6 

Number of violent episodes 

(R!P)Rate per all programs (plays) 

(R/H)Rate per all hours 

Program .!.£2.!:! PS"'(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/H) 

r 
.' 
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FIGURE 29: SELECTED MEASURES 
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TAlH,E 30: SELECTED MEAsURES: 

SM!~LES (100%) 

Program (plays) analyzed 

Program hours analyzed 

NEASURES 010' VIOLENCE 

Prev .. lence 

(!P)Prograllls containing violence 

Program hours containing violence 

Number of violent episodes 

(R/P)Rate per all programs (plays) 

(R/U)Rate per all hours 
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CRH:!::, WF.STERN, ACTION AOVENTURE NJ:H PROGRM' 

One weekls prime time and Saturd"lY' morning programs in 

.' Enlarged "ample 1967 1968 1969 1969 1970 1971 N N N N N N 

23 31 35 40 18 24 
13.00 24.67 10.75 12.25 9.80 21.29 

% % % % % % 

95.6 100;0 100.0 100.0 94.4 100.0 

98.1 100.0 100 ;0 100.0 89.8 100.0 

N N N N N N 

163 218 239 265 ," 123 

7.0 6.8 6.6 5.7 5.1 
7.1 

12.5 8.8 22.2 21.6 10.5 5.8 
Program sco!e: PS"'(%P)+2(R/P)+2(R/Il) 134.9 131.7 158.1 156.5 126.9 121.8 
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FIGURE 30: SHECTED MEASURES 
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TABLE 31: SELECTED ~mASURES 

SANPLES (100:4) 

Programs (plays) analyzed 

Program hours analyzed 

UEASURES OF VIOLENCE 

Prevalence 

(%P)Programs co;taining violence 

Program hours containing violence 

Number of violent episodes 

(R/P)Rate per all programs 

(R/lI)Rate per all hours 

Program score: PS.,{%P)+2(R/P)+2{R/H) 
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CONEDY. NEW P!WGRANS 

One week's prime time and Saturday morning programs iri 

1967 196a 1969 
Enlarged sample 

1969 1970 1971 N N N N N N 

10 23 28 J2 30 14 

5.25 10.50 8.48 10.23 10.3 6.90 

% % % % % % 

60,0 73.9 85.7 87,5 83.3 71.4 

61.9 75.4 76.4 80,S 77.4 71.0 

N N N N N N 

15 89 167 185 168 39 
1.5 3.9 6.0 5.8 5.6 2.8 

2.9 8.5 19.7 18.1 16.3 5.6 
68.7 98.6 1:..7.0 135.2 127.2 88.3 
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FIGURE 31: SELECTED MEASURES 
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