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EDITORIAL

TV is too v101ent even without etlons

Reject those who would be
voyeurs of agony, feeding
meanness and repression.
By George Gérbner

David Lawson died in the North Caroli-

na gas chamber Wednesday without the .

benefit of TV cameras. As by now almost
everyone knows, talk-show host Phil Dona-
hue petitioned the Supreme Court of North
Carolina to be permitted to televise the ex-
ecution. The court turned him down.

Some say, as Donahue did in his peti-
tion, that the denial “not only prevents ef-
fective public evaluation of the practice[of
execution], but severely hampers whatev-
Er deterrent effect such punishment may

ave.”

Others believe, as I do, that the ghoutish
spectacle of an archaic barbarism, aban-
doned by every other Western'industrial
country, is neither good reporting nor a de-
terrent.

Good reporting illuminates the invisible
dynamics of cause and effect, values and
beha\nor acts and consequences. Sights

and sounds do not report but transport the
event to a public arena where it had been
a source of amusement in times both me-
dieval and brutal.

Available evidence suggests that televi-
sion executions would further desensitize
and brutalize a public aiready punch-
drunk on television violence. They would
serve only to exploit a thirst for retribution
and vengeance.

We do not have an epidemic of violence.
If anything, homicides have declined in
the past decade. We have an epidemic of
executions driven by insecurity and anger
which is, in turn, generated by a historical-
ly unprecedented tidal wave of violent im-
ageryon TV,

Witnessing real-live executions in the
entertainment and marketing setting of

" television would further cater to that anxi-

ety, violate the right to privacy in the most

- intimate moments of life, such as death,

subject the families involved to further an-
guish and heighten the international em-
barrassment already created by the fact
that we export 309% more violent programs
than we even air at home,

Thirty years ago, the majority of the

pubhc was opposed to cap:tal punishment.

Then, as television violence saturated the
airways, the “mean world syndrome” that
we discovered in our research on TV vio-
lence helped change the public mood.
The exposure from infancy on to an av-
erage of five scenes of violence per hour
and three entertaining murders a night,
plus violence on the news, created a vastly
exaggerated impression of danger and vul-
nerability. This led to the demand for
harsher punishment and more jails in the

already most jail-happy country in the civi- -

lized world. Political exploitation followed;
these measures have never reduced crime
but have never failed to get votes.

The clamor to become voyeurs of agony
can only feed the fires of meanness and
repression. It should be resisted rather
than assisted by those who believe that
good reporting is valid perspective rather
than just vivid spectacle and that address-
ing the root causes of crime is the best de-
terrent.

George Gerbner is professor and dean
emerifus ai the University of Pennsylva-
nia’s Annenberg School for Communica-

tion and founder of the Cultural Environ-

ment Movement.




, SENT BY:Morrist

MORRISTU’WN MEMORIAL HOSPITAL S
wo MABISON AVENI.IE / Monms*l‘owu NEw JERSEY 0‘!982 1956 : o '
A Mqor Teachlng Afﬂllace of The Columbia Unwerslty College of Physiclans and Surgeans

Telephone:

| NAME OF RECEIVER:_
| COMPANY:

DEPARTMENT Cg M - -
| nzcswea-s TELEPHONE #: M__&ozt{

.'NAME OF SENDER:. f— F av\v‘\ﬁ(\‘f

_.senoswsreu.epuonene SR STV SRS o

; '__uymasn OF pggesgae_ms: SENT INCLUDING THIS COVER SHEET:

o Monmsrownl MEMORIAL HOSPITAI. TELEFACSIMILE # _101_559_1532
'_Monmsmwm MEMORIAL HOSPI‘I’AI. TELEFACSIMILE coumcr #:_201.971.5657

CLA SUBSIDIARY. OF MORRISTOWN MEMOR!AL HEALTH FOUNDATION, INC. :

Hospit; 6-24-94 ;12:58PM ;  LATHROPE LIBRARY- ~ 215 898.20243# 1/ 8 -



| SENT BY:Morristown Mem. Hosplts 6-24-94 ;12:56PM i  LATHROPE LIBRARY- - 215 898 202432 2/ 5

. £

_HE AEE AlLL ABUSED AND VICTIHS‘- SRR e T i S
R agonize _over the trageav ‘8f indescribable violencs—. the
murdered,  the murderer(s), its effect on the children, the
family, the survivorsi the friends.. The mayhem is made worse by

‘the"loss of  a- media—herc of mytholagical proportionss 0. J.
Slmpson. For a long moment. we - are confused by whe are the good -

. ‘guys’ and” who are -bad guys...The police actlng with such ambiguity ¥

.and: the wmedia turn;ng against one of it*s most visible members: '
What we may not realize is that we as a society are part of
. the victimization and abuse. This in my view occurred because of.
the. bewilderment, the curiosity, that kept us fixed to the TV. TV

-is background noise for a lot  of folk...it keeps wus "in touch™
with the rest: of the world, and with our neighbors. After - all

ergBtBa11" s the Ultimate Eommon.Cause.. Is there any religious, -
- ‘avent that could challenge Super-Bowl Sunday? 0.J.7s fame and the’
'*ﬁsﬁe AT inextr1cab1y bound—-up in a violent sport...l an . start:ng-'
_ " ‘to think that. “sportsman like™  conduzt may be another L OXYMOY O
: Ji-, Something we wouldn?®t want our ch‘ldren tn learn. o B

F 48 To Ampllfy thb‘ subtle pervers:cm was that v1olem.e was - added'
T omin Al suMlle belief that “newc“ wac the made—for=-TV  life of O. .
.J» Bimpson. Anyone. answering honestly would ackﬂowledge that the
‘scene last fFriday was hypnotic and mesmerizing. The visual: medias
‘the- helicopters, with their advanced media technology, swept over
‘the scene-as 1if the camera aye ‘was that of some Celestial
.Olymplan BGod observ:ng from above! -
SR _ Despzte all of this we were w1tn9551ng a. pr1vate matter? The
- 4  good and evil that . men play out ought to  be  kept from our |
) “living” rooms. (another oxvmnrnn. s*nre'"vazng“ dimplies to think
and . feel  to -expérlence.) What “was . missing was the! whole -
._”experlence° How do we stay out mf harm’s- way? Do we’ ‘know' what is
5'=harmful° ‘Could there ‘have been . hlendshed? It?’s too 51mp1e te .
”;expect that our - demytholag:zed hero,s uould meet his Just reward .
hya suicide; on camera, (Arnd rot a2 simple cand1d video, but the
‘best TV has to: offer) Its. JUSt fon . simpley Spray bullets ‘could
% hurt the ’Lnnocent' ‘ Furthermuve we get . wounded by ‘the. SDUﬂd—-i
o bytea thights), Life has a way nf- nwfract;ng Justlce' ‘He pay theV
-prlce of depersonaltzatlnn and of" dehuman;zatlnn. _
- ‘How _then can we.stay out of. harms' way? Nature has developed L
Esome fairly. reliable .mechan1sms In-a  former and more simple
timey . when, 1n the presence of dangery our early warning systems:
o would | alert  us. ‘HWe ' develop-: E"?apld pulse,  we sweaty -may
‘*,regurgitato-ue may lose contral “of our- sphincters.. Among{ﬁthar.
. refle:es, the olfactory. apparatunm the sense of ‘smell, sends a
- powerful and: 1nstantaneous ‘biarhemical message o our old cortexy -
-the paleocortex; the part: of the brain that acts . ~instinctively.
There occurs.  an instant respense—one of fitght and frlght.,.ue
. fight, freeze or flee!
7;fﬁwwwx.9“ electronic waves uhzch sent thxs scene xntn ouy 11v1ng"
- roomgd “not - come’ equipped with sensors to alert us to danger. No - -
._nﬁsﬂwaves of nauseay or- aty another - ‘level of repulsiony
gyilt, shame, . denlaly “of public 'rxdlcule, of anger of
d1sbelief are sent. The message is awme stripped of Sseir human

,.5cmb;ﬁ -
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.jexperxence. So whaty No'SUeat" He are not prone to rethxnk the v
.'dzstnrtxons of the message. _
- Nhat then are the effects?_ ue d1v1de and dlssocilte sound ,
- and sight feelings and. thoughts from ourSelves,'our emotions may'_;"
~ _becom desen51txzed to harm.. : . _
' ‘d”i-uhat : “more 1mportant ‘we are in Jeopardy- of
_:d1ssncxat1ng our psycho-sp:r:tual “intuitive wholeness.: What
' Robert ' Lifton called  “doubling"™ and "psychic numbness" (as he
explaxned the Nazi Dactars work in the death camps.) P
' The vroots of violence . are riourished  when - there i5 a
ﬁhreakdoun of . our bxologzcal, psychalog;cal, “and. 5p1r1tual‘
.u1ntegr1ty. uhen . we separate ourselves- from - the suffering of
others.: . Wherr—w& inkingly allow ftThe media £6 ,frame. the
o éretaofores [ thought we.  were protected trom the g great_ .
; 'medza—maven,  Marshall Mc Luhan;  when he .predicted that  “the
~med1um i (not only) the message, but the ' massage"j that_:s that
- wall ‘media works us over. rompletely,_,;..Ieaveffno part of us -
“Tuntcucheﬂ. unaffected, unalterdd.”’ o SR
o Issues of Violencesy of abuse are cardxnal ‘problems for our
~society, This tragedy has sensitized . the public - to the need to' '
- confront the total wvictimization that: uxfe abuse creates. o
- We can not blame the média alone, we. as. members of ‘a- soc:ety
-.must use: this experience %o craft suund ‘principles and practices
_that cprotect first amendment r1ghts-' of free speech, .of free =
fﬂpress,] of = free media. At the same’ time we. must protect our T .
‘*env;fonménts, ‘be they. electron,r v1rtual'rea11ty or umaltered and . .~
individual realtty--If we are. to further reduce the unnecessary
and added violence added to the tragedy of murder- and sufferlng."-'
- survivors, then blame, defensxvenASS; shames must be regected for

authentzc d:alogue
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